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SUBJECT/S: Cabinet leaks, Citizenship, National Security, FIFA, Border Force. 
 
RICHARD MARLES, SHADOW MINISTER FOR IMMIGRATION AND BORDER 
PROTECTION: Well we’ve come to the end of a sitting fortnight and this has been 
two weeks which have been dominated by the issue of cabinet leaks. Cabinet leaks 
which are about a national security matter. When it comes to the issue of citizenship, 
what we are seeing is a cabinet which is divided and a party room which is divided 
and what we’ve also seen is a Prime Minister who has utterly failed to take any 
action to get to the bottom of these leaks. I think what the Australian people would 
expect when it comes to dealing with issues of national security is a government that 
goes about its business in a clam, in a methodical, in a stable way based on the 
advice of national security agencies; and yet all we have seen here is an increasing 
level of rhetoric against a backdrop of division and leaks. By contrast, Labor’s 
position on this is very clear - from the outset we have made it clear that we are 
happy, indeed keen to have a conversation with the Government about a sensible 
updating of the Citizenship Act. There is a principle within the Citizenship Act right 
now that if a person takes up arms against our nation they lose their citizenship. We 
support that principle and that is in the context of a traditional state on state conflict. 
It makes sense to update that principle to take into account the phenomenon of an 
organisation like ISIS and we support doing that and we want to do that in the 
context of making sure that no one is rendered stateless. Now that’s our position and 
we’ve been articulating that position for weeks now and we would like to have a 
conversation with the Government about this. But frankly, right now who would we 
know who to have a conversation with? Do we talk to the 40 MP’s on the 
backbench? Do we talk to Malcolm Turnbull? Do we talk to the former immigration 
minister? Do we talk to Cory Bernardi? Do we talk to the Prime Minister? Who would 
know? What we need to see from this Government now is some clear decision 
making when it comes to this issue. 
 
JOURNALIST: Is this the first crack in bipartisanship on national security matters?  



MARLES: Well firstly there is no issue of bipartisanship between Labor and Liberal, 
we want to work in a bipartisan and constructive manner with - 
 
JOURNALIST: But there has been political point scoring on both sides though. 
 
MARLES: We want to have a constructive bipartisan conversation with the 
Government about a sensible updating to the Citizenship Act around a principle that 
we absolutely support, that’s what we want to do. The fracturing that we have seen 
here is amongst the Government itself, I mean the Government is all over the place 
at the moment in terms of what its position is in relation to this issue and that’s where 
the fracturing stands, we actually need to hear from the Government about what it is 
they intend to do and let me also make this point, last Sunday week we wrote to the 
Government seeking a briefing on this issue, we are still yet to receive a briefing - 
one is not being offered and again it would seem the reason for that is they don’t 
know what to brief us about because who knowns what this Government’s position 
is. 
 
JOURNALIST: (Inaudible) 
 
MARLES: Well we absolutely support the notion of bringing the Australian people 
along through a discussion paper, through a public debate, we absolutely support 
that but bare this in mind; this issue was first put into the public discourse by this 
Government more than a year ago, so they have had plenty of time and I think what 
we saw in the cabinet meeting last week was an attempt to put legislation into the 
parliament in this fortnight that we’ve just had and ultimately the Prime Minister was 
rolled within the cabinet so we’ve not seen that legislation. Legislation exists and if it 
does then we actually need to be briefed upon it and told what’s in it so that we can 
have a sensible conversation with this Government about the detail of this 
legislation. The critical question here is where is the bill and when are we going to 
see it? 
 
JOURNALIST: The actual detail, the actual numbers involved are very small, is the 
importance of this overblown? 
 
MARLES: We accept the importance of this issue, the principle that if you take up 
arms against Australia you lose our citizenship has been a principle that’s been part 
of the Citizenship Act part of the law of this nation since the immediate aftermath of 
the Second World War. So this is absolutely a critical issue and we want to have the 
conversation with the Government and we do accept that the law needs to be 
updated to take into account an organisation like ISIS so where not playing this down 
at all, we want to have the conversation with the Government, but at the moment it’s 
impossible to know who we should be talking too. 
 
JOURNALIST: On another issue, on the revelations as to Australia’s possible 
involvement in some of the FIFA scandal, does it call for an inquiry into who knew 
what and when, particular with regards to the involvement of Government money? 
 
MARLES: Well look I think there has been talk about this going before a Senate 
Inquiry, I think that will play out in the normal way. Let me make this observation in 
relation to FIFA, you know I’m a sports fan and I think for all of us who love and 



watch sport part of the drama of sport is knowing that it’s honest. That what you’re 
actually witnessing on the field is real. What we have seen being revealed in relation 
to FIFA, in relation to the world’s biggest game is that there is an awful lot of reform 
which needs to take place in respect of FIFA going forward and I think it’s really 
important that that happens in terms of any way in which this interacts with Australia, 
well I think the Senate will handle that in the normal way. 
 
JOURNALIST: Do you think there should be a Senate Inquiry? 
 
MARLES: Well I’ll let the Senators determine how they deal with this issue. I think 
it’s really important that FIFA goes through a process of reform, I think it’s really 
important that sports fans and in this case football fans have a sense of confidence 
about what they’re watching on the football pitch. 
 
JOURNALIST: Why did Labor support new whistle blower laws that will see 
potentially doctors or teachers in immigration centres jailed if they leak details to the 
media? 
 
MARLES: Well, I’ve seen reporting in relation to this, so let’s be clear about this. The 
Australian Border Force legislation does put in place the same kind of penalties in 
respect of releasing confidential information that applies in respect of Customs. But 
what is absolutely clear is that the whistle blower protections which apply across the 
public service apply in respect of any one in the Australian Border Force, anyone in 
immigration under this legislation, and indeed any contractor and for that matter any 
doctor who is covered by it. This is an issue that was raised in the Senate Inquiry, 
the whistle blower protections would actually apply to the doctors that have been 
reported about in the media this morning. Thank you. 
 
ENDS 


