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CHRIS KENNY: We are joined from Melbourne by Labor's Deputy Federal 

Leader Richard Marles. Thanks for joining us, Richard. 

  

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR 
PARTY: Good afternoon Chris how are you. 

  

KENNY: Good thanks. Well let's start off with somewhere where I think there 

might be a high degree of bipartisanship as the Prime Minister is about to head 

off to the G20 in Japan. You would see the role for Australia in trade disputes 

between the US and China, in a similar vein, wouldn’t you? Australia can try 

and play a constructive role but at the same time making sure we don't we don't 

get chewed up at it and suffer any suffer any consequences. 

 

MARLES: I do and I think it's really important that we do try to use what 

influence we have and us not to overstate it but actually I think we do have a 

greater ability to shape our circumstances than often is felt because at the end 

of the day you know we are deeply invested in global trading system. And 



clearly it is not in the world's interests, certainly not in our interest to see a 

greater trade dispute emerge between America and China. And I agree with the 

Prime Minister, I think there are issues that are being raised by America and in 

relation to China which I can well understand. But it's really important that we 

do not see a trade war emerge between those two countries because it will 

have a profound impact upon us. 

 

KENNY: You have talked about this with your former colleague, former Foreign 

Minister Bob Carr yesterday. He was suggesting really there is nothing in this 

for Australia that the Americans are pursuing American interests alone. But 

surely there is a bit to be gained by Australia if we can have China adhering to 

the global rules more openly more strictly particularly when it comes to 

intellectual property rights and also its own trade practices? 

 

MARLES: Look I agree with that. I think it's important that there are that the 

global rules based order when it comes to trade applies fairly to everyone and 

that includes China. You know, the truth is that we would be better served by 

more trading America and so we need to maintain our advocacy to the US in 

respect of that as well. It would have been better had America continued to 

participate in the TPP for example but ultimately given the size of our economy 

given how important trade is to our prosperity and our way of life we have to be 

advocates for an open trading system, a fair trading system. But we need to be 

there advocating for that. And a trade war between China and America would 

be very bad news for Australia; it would be bad news for the world. And so we 

should be using whatever influence we have to try and make sure that we can 

shape things to the best possible- 

 

KENNY: Let's get back to domestic politics and why is it that the Labor Party 

just hasn't accepted the outcome of this election? There was a contest between 

two competing tax packages and clearly the Coalition's tax package won. 

 

MARLES: Well we certainly accept the outcome of the election with all the pain 

that that implies, I can I can assure you of that. And with Anthony Albanese I've 



been going around Australia and there is no question about what occurred on 

the 18 of May and how profound that is in terms of where we're at. And we've 

made it really clear that in terms of what we took to the election we're standing 

again- 

 

KENNY: Well the short is starting now to allow the package- the full tax cut 

package- to go through. You can take another plan to the next election if you 

want to. But at the moment you're looking like a party that hasn't heard the key 

message from the electorate or if you're going to try and resist or shape the 

Government's tax plan. 

 

MARLES: I think right, Chris. And it's not as though people weren't voting for us 

as well. I mean I won in my electorate as a whole lot of Labor MPs did. And the 

votes that were exercised by people in Geelong count as well and there would 

be certain expectations that they have on me in terms of the way- 

  

KENNY: C’mon, the Coalition won with a tax package released in July, they 

have a mandate to introduce it. You were saying before the election that you'd 

have a mandate for your tax package. Why can't we just roll on, let this happen, 

it's going to get through anyway and get onto other issues? 

 

MARLES: Because ultimately Parliament is an important place to hold 

government to account and it's an important place for debate within our society. 

And let me make this point; in terms of the third tranche which is what ultimately 

we're talking about because we've made it clear that we would be voting for the 

first and the second tranche right now and we've said that we should be 

bringing that second tranche forward so that there's money in people's pockets 

from next week, not in three years’ time. But in terms of the third tranche there's 

nothing to explain how that's going to be paid for. Parliament's an important 

mechanism by which we hear that. It's $95 billion and this is a- by the 

government's own timetable- these are tax changes that won't occur for another 

five years. It's important that we actually have the government explain; how it is 

going to pay for this by cuts to whatever government service. But $95 billion 



doesn’t just appear from nowhere. And so I don't think it's unreasonable for us 

to ask for that information from the government. But what we are saying is we 

can do all that because that is something which is happening five years from 

now. Let's deal with the issues which go to this term of government which go to 

affecting people in the here and now. And let's get on with that next week. 

 

KENNY: It seems to me like you're inflicting a lot of political pain on yourselves 

rather than moving on and accepting the will of the people. We'll hear this 

debate play out again next week. I just want to go on to the other issue 

regarding John Setka and the CFMMEU criminal charge in the court today, 

suffered a penalty for that. Isn't it time for the Labor Party to actually take the 

step that Bob Hawke, the late Bob Hawke was advocating years ago, I think 

Bob Carr's advocated, certainly Martin Ferguson has advocated it and that is 

actually disaffiliate CFMMEU so that it's disconnected from the Labor Party and 

you're not tarred with their brush 

  

MARLES: Well what we're talking about are the actions of an individual. 

There's a very significant decision today from the court in relation to a 

significant offense- 

  

KENNY: But what I'm talking about is the behaviour of the Union over years 

repeatedly. It's been fined, it's been prosecuted its officials have been 

prosecuted. You know its history isn't it better for Labor to deceive us 

disassociate itself from that particular union? 

 

MARLES: Well we've made our position clear in relation to John Setka and not 

in respect of his court procedure to a pattern of behaviour which led up to his 

comments in relation to Rosie Batty and we've taken steps. Anthony Albanese 

has taken steps in respect of that very early on in his leadership in respect of 

John Setka. Now, you talk about the Union in general if it is important to 

understand that workers in this industry face a whole lot of risks about 

workplace health and safety. The union does important work in that regard. And 

there's a whole lot of divisions other than just the construction division as well. 



So we are not talking about the Union in general we are talking about an 

individual and we've moved on that. 

 

KENNY:  Richard Marles, you know that I have a deep interest in global affairs, 

foreign affairs, defence issues, strategic issues. Obviously you do as Shadow 

Defence Spokesperson but you're the Deputy Leader to Anthony Albanese and 

his Senate Leader is Penny Wong. So you're obviously the two leading lights 

along with Anthony Albanese. Penny Wong's in foreign affairs you're in 

Defence. Is that a handicap for Anthony Albanese? Doesn't he need one of you 

or both of you in domestic portfolios talking about health education some of the 

economic issues that are really going to perhaps decide the next election? 

 

MARLES: Well both Penny and I would be speaking on a range of issues 

beyond our portfolio and so we can obviously play a part in helping Anthony 

make that case. I'd also make the point in respect of Defence, when you look at 

the procurement processes that are going on now and the tens of billions of 

dollars which are being spent in defence industry are being spent in the 

Australian economy. There is a massive domestic component to the Defence 

Portfolio, it would be completely wrong to characterize it as an external portfolio. 

And so you know it is very important going forward and we've just had a 

conversation at the beginning of this interview about the circumstances that we 

face as a nation. The rise of China, the place of America and the world that 

these issues actually do go to jobs prosperity security of ordinary Australians. 

People in my electorate and around the country. So there are important issues 

as well. But we will be helping Anthony in making the case across the spectrum 

of public policy. 

  

KENNY: How do you reckon he's going so far? 

  

MARLES:  He's going really well. I think Anthony- look Anthony is going to be a 

great Labor Leader. He is a person of enormous authenticity. I think he 

understands the Australian people and as I've been privileged to watch him on 

the listening tour and seeing the way in which people are reacting to him, I think 



 

there is a huge amount of affection and warmth for Anthony and I think we're 

going to see that. One of things that Anthony has always made clear is that he 

loves taking the fight up to Tories. I cannot wait to see this contest- 

  

KENNY: See, Australians aren’t Tories, Australians aren’t Tories. 

 

MARLES: No but let me finish. I'm not talking about Australians. I cannot wait 

for the contest between Anthony Albanese and Scott Morrison that is going to 

be a heap of fun. And I am really confident about who the winner is going to be. 

  

KENNY: Okay well I can't wait for the contest in your hometown on Friday night 

at Kardinia Park when my Crows take on your Cats and I'm not too confident 

about it. 

  

MARLES: Are we doing a bet on that Chris? 

  

KE NNY: Yeah all right a bottle of red. 

  

MARLES: Very good. 

  

KENNY: Thanks Richard Marles. 

  

ENDS 
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