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MICHAEL ROWLAND, HOST: The Deputy Labor Leader, Richard Marles joins 

us now from Melbourne Airport. Richard Marles, good morning to you. 

  

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR 
PARTY: Good Morning Michael, how are you? 

  

ROWLAND: Very well. You're heading to Canberra for what promises to be a 

busy week. Let's start with the foreign fighter's bill. What is stopping Labor at 

the moment from supporting that move by the government to prevent foreign 

fighters from returning to Australia for a period of two years? 

  

MARLES: Labor supports, in principle, a regime of temporary exclusion orders, 

and we always have. But we've been working cooperatively with the 

government through the parliamentary joint committee on intelligence and 

security. This is complex legislation. It needs to be done in a way that is lawful, 

in the sense that it needs to be able to survive High Court challenges. That's 

why this committee is in place and goes through the legislation in detail. There 



are actually a number of amendments that the committee recommended which 

Liberal members of the committee supported. We just want to get through the 

bottom of that and work with the government on that. But at the end of the day, 

we completely acknowledge the importance of having a temporary exclusion 

order regime and we'll work cooperatively with the government to achieve that. 

  

ROWLAND: Okay, what are the potential legal issues you're talking about 

there? 

  

MARLES: I mean, you're talking about, potentially Australian citizens coming 

back to, or being prevented from coming back to Australia. This is complex and 

it needs to be worked through in a way which makes sure that it would survive 

any High Court challenges and that it is appropriately legislated. Look, Michael, 

we have worked on a number of national security bills with the Government for 

many years now. We understand the importance of this. But the committee is 

there for a purpose. And it is important to get into the detail of this. The detail 

matters. Liberal members of this committee itself, were recommending that the 

bill be amended in a number of way and we just want to get to the bottom of 

that. But we will work cooperatively with the Government at the end of the day 

for a temporary regime on exclusion orders. 

  

ROWLAND: Okay, let's look at some of the other issues. The Government is 

looking to repeal the Medevac legislation that Labor supported with the cross 

bench. That would provide access for medical treatment in Australia for asylum 

seekers. Are you confident that Labor has the numbers to repel that move? 

  

MARLES: We're not going to support the repeal of the Medevac legislation. At 

the end of the day, this is a pretty modest piece of legislation. It is about 

ensuring that doctors' voices are heard when we're determining where people 

on Manus and Nauru should be provided medical treatment. Now, around 40 

people have come to Australia as a result of this. That's in a context where the 

government, itself, has brought hundreds of people from Nauru to Australia in 

order to receive medical treatment over the last few years. So the idea that the 



Medevac Bill will somehow see the sky fall in when it comes to our border 

security, as the government is asserting, is completely ridiculous. What we're 

about is good legislation and good policy. The Medevac Bill is that, and so 

we're not going to support the repeal of it. 

  

ROWLAND: On the drought funding package, the Future Fund, up to $5 billion. 

The government is saying that it can't understand why Labor is not backing 

support for farmers in times of serious drought. I've just spent a week on the 

road, Richard Marles, from Queensland to New South Wales. I've seen for 

myself how dry it is, how desperate farmers are. So why doesn't Labor get 

behind this funding package? 

  

MARLES: There needs to be a drought funding package for regional Australia 

and places which are in drought, there's no question of that at all. And we 

absolutely support money being provided to those who need assistance in 

respect of drought. The issue here is that what's being proposed is to take 

money from the Building Australia Fund. Now again, we want to have a good 

look at that. The Building Australia Fund provides for really critical infrastructure 

in drought-affected regions themselves so as it stands, there's a real risk that 

this is literally robbing Peter to pay Paul and we want to understand how the 

government intends to make sure that there is the appropriate money there to 

support those farmers who are doing it tough in a way that then doesn't actually 

reduce the critical infrastructure that those farmers need. 

  

ROWLAND: Just quickly before we go and I know that you have a flight to 

catch, Richard Marles. Richard Di Natale, the Greens Leader, says effectively 

he argues that Labor is so much in lock step with the Coalition that the Greens 

in this Parliament will be the real Opposition Party. What do you say to that? 

  

MARLES: I think that is blatantly ridiculous and the Greens only wish is the 

answer to that question. The Greens, at the end of the day, are pretty marginal. 

They have one member in the House of Representatives. That does not make 

an Opposition. We will be absolutely making sure that this government- which is 



 

presiding over an economy right now, for example, which is pretty stagnant, 

which has seen wage stagnation as the defining feature of our economy. We 

will be holding them to account every single day between now and the next 

election. And you can be assured that this really ordinary government is going 

to be put on trial when they next face the people. 

  

ROWLAND: Richard Marles, safe travels. Thank you so much for joining us on 

News Breakfast. 

  

MARLES: Thanks Michael. 
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