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JOHN STANLEY, HOST: Steve had arranged to have quite an extended chat 

today with Richard Marles, who is the Deputy Leader of the Federal Labor 

Party- who is in Sydney for the day- and an opportunity to go through a whole 

range of issues. Poor Richard Marles has walked in here and it's me. Pricey did 

the breakfast show but we can have a good chat. 

  

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR 
PARTY: I'm honoured, John. 

  

STANLEY: There are there are quite a few issues, but can I ask you very 

bluntly when you move around the place, sitting in your car, you're looking 

around, listening to the news, in the back of your mind, are you still thinking: I 

can't believe I'm still in Opposition? How hard is it to grasp, grapple with it? 

  

MARLES: Look the 18th of May was a very difficult day to be sure. And yes, I 

guess we do have those feelings. Certainly there is a sense of grief. 



  

STANLEY: Still? 

  

MARLES: Definitely still. It's probably not every waking moment as it was on 

the 19th of May, and it is starting to dissipate a bit. But it was a very difficult day 

for us and there is a lot of soul searching that we need to do. I think one of the 

things as we've gone around- certainly as I've gone around- that is really 

important for us to do is to own it. What happened on the 18th of May was that 

the propositions that Labor put up were rejected. That's a really painful thing to 

say. It's a painful thing to say because we put them up having put a lot of work 

into them but they were rejected. 

 

STANLEY: As people are entitled to do. This is interesting, I spoke this morning 

to a senior person at The Australian newspaper and I was asking him about this 

observation I have; that all the polling companies are gun shy right now and we 

haven't had a poll since the election. And I think the real telling one is the 

Essential Poll that comes out every week. The Essential Poll has continued to 

poll its panel of 1,000 plus people. They publish their results, they do preferred 

Prime Minister, they do issues, they haven't had the courage to ask voting 

intention because they're all terrified that if they get a result saying Labor 51 

Coalition 49, do they publish it, do they pull it? 

 

MARLES: This is something that the people now I think do understand, that in a 

world where you don't have landlines – when you went back 20 years ago-the 

way in which people communicated with the world was uniform, it was through 

their landline. Now people are doing it over the internet, mobile phones, and 

landlines for a certain age group. And so to get a representative sample of 

1,000 people who are asked the question: ‘what do you think about politics?’, it 

is much harder now than it has been for a very long period of time. And what we 

learnt during the election was that polls just aren't accurate. And if you're out by 

two or three per cent you might think well, that's quite close. In a contest where 

margins are determined by that amount that's everything. And so polling, it's 

one of the stories of the 2019 Election, that polling was not accurate and exactly 



what, how it's used going forward I think is part of the discussion. But certainly it 

was leading people to believe that a different result was going to occur on May 

18. 

  

But whilst that's part of the issue for us that the big thing is to actually 

understand where we went wrong and that's not something you do overnight. 

And we will take the time to go through that. But it is clear that – I think two 

things are clear: one is in some ways we became the Government during the 

election campaign and the Government became the Opposition. It was our 

propositions which were put on trial, it was our propositions that were rejected, 

we never put the Government on trial. But the other point I would to make is 

that we need to be talking to the very broadest range of Australians that we can. 

If you wear overalls every day, you go to work, you get dirty, you come home- 

we would want to be the party you identify with. Now obviously a lot of people in 

that situation do, but a lot of people don't. And we've got a lot of work to do in 

making sure that we are presenting in the broadest possible way. 

 

STANLEY: People listen to us right now up and down the coast, so we've got 

people in Queensland listening to us, in far north Queensland. There'd be 

people listening online from Melbourne. People listen to us in inner Sydney. So 

I live in the electorate of Grayndler where the vote, the views are quite different. 

You've got an infamous quote where you talked about how coal prices were 

declining, and that you said the coal industry is in decline and you said that's a 

good thing, that was trumpeted as a headline. Within the area that I live I could 

go around some of the cafes they’d say ‘terrific’, they’d love that. Up in north 

Queensland there’ll be people driving off the road. So how do you reconcile 

that? 

 

MARLES: Well it's interesting you ask that because last week I went up to 

Central Queensland to the heart of the coal mining area, I went to 

Rockhampton and Moranbah. Moranbah is a is a coal mining town of about 

9,000 people about two hours west of Mackay. It's the heart of coal mining. And 

I wanted to speak to people there because that was not me at my best. 



 

STANLEY: Did you apologize? I mean did you – 

  

MARLES: Yes. 

 

STANLEY: Did you? Actually? 

 

MARLES: Yes. I mean those comments were tone deaf is the truth. And what 

those comments failed to acknowledge, respect, maybe celebrate, is that coal 

miners have families, they have income, they pay bills, all the things that we 

know- and there was a lack of empathy I think in the comments that I made with 

people, with those people. But people who we would want to naturally feel 

should be Labor supporters but the last election I think were finding it really 

difficult to support Labor. And for sure I mean my comments were emblematic 

of, I think, a posture and an attitude which a lot of those people found difficult. 

And so I did want to make that point and I should've known better. And the 

reason I should have known better is my electorate is based on Geelong 

outside of Melbourne. We've gone through difficult times as well. We've been a 

car making city with Ford, but Ford stopped making cars in Geelong a couple of 

years ago. I know people who worked on their production line who have lost 

their job. I know what the job meant to them, I know what life looks like without 

it. We had an aluminium smelter which closed down. This work matters and it is 

central to people's lives, and it must be respected. And that is why I say we 

absolutely need to lift our eyes a bit and make sure that we are connecting to 

the widest possible group that we can and I think that is a lesson which comes 

out of May 18. 

 

STANLEY: This isn't your problem though that if you talk about coal and the 

place it has it in the ongoing future and that we're going to have to continue to 

mine coal and to use coal, that in my electorate say, Grayndler, with Anthony 

Albanese who's the local member, they've been picking for the last two 

elections a hopeless Green candidate. If they found a decent candidate for the 

Greens, that candidate would be running around saying ‘look what Marles is 



saying about coal’ and using it against Anthony Albanese, and risking his seat. 

  

MARLES: Well I think one point on this issue John is that we need to be saying 

the same thing in Grayndler as we're saying Capricornia. We need to be saying 

the same thing in inner city Sydney as we’re saying in Rockhampton. 

  

STANLEY: But even if you're going to lose votes to the Greens? 

  

MARLES: We've got to make sure that our position is clear. And Anthony is 

very consistent in what he says within his own electorate. But he also is a 

person who has travelled extensively throughout regional Queensland including 

Rockhampton and gives the same message. And the message is this: well 

firstly, those communities around Moranbah, the coal they're mining is 

metallurgical coal, so it is an input to the making of steel. It is not coal which is 

burned for energy. So in that sense it's conceptually the same as iron ore and 

no one's complaining about that. But even if you look at thermal coal, which is 

coal which is then being used for energy production, you can be the biggest 

advocate in respect of climate change and the need to deal with it, and that's 

certainly me. And you can be the biggest advocate in respect of needing 

renewable energy, and that would be me. But we would all accept the fact that 

thermal coal will remain a part of our economy for decades to come. And so for 

those who are involved in that economy, in that industry, they should be valued, 

respected, even celebrated because they continue to play an important part in 

the nation. And it's that last bit that I think we didn’t speak loudly enough about, 

and we need to in the future. 

  

STANLEY: 18 minutes past one. I'm going to mention two words that probably 

keep you awake at night: franking credits. Now, I've had a theory and I've 

actually wanted to gently raise this with Chris Bowen next time he's in the crowd 

at the Giants match, because he goes to the games and I go to the games. But 

I've had a theory that that franking credits policy – and I don't know whether you 

discussed this even openly – you put that franking credits policy with no 

grandfathering, with no limits, so and you know there were people who were on 



modest incomes who were terrified by losing those few thousand dollars. And 

that you put it in the way that you did because you thought we're going to win 

the election, we're never going to get this through the Senate. So let's put the 

policy as a complete package and then we can compromise to get it through the 

Senate. So we can grandfather or cap it and then we'll get something 

happening but we're not going to get it all. 

 

MARLES: Look that's not the thought process. 

  

STANLEY: Not in the back of your minds? 

  

MARLES: That was not what was going on in the lead up to the election. But it 

is really clear that we went to the election with a very ambitious agenda, and as 

we look at what happened on May 18 and we work it through, the size of the 

agenda that we put forward is clearly an issue that we're going to have to think 

long and hard about. Which is why we've made it clear that when it comes to all 

of these policies, from where we are now, we're starting again. We are starting 

again in terms of what policies we develop and put forward in 2022 when we 

next go to the people. And we've got a bit of time to work it out but I think what 

we need to be examining really clearly when we go through the election review 

process, which we do- and we will do very thoroughly,- is exactly the size of the 

agenda that we took to the people on May 18 and how that played. 

  

STANLEY: Couple of quick ones, I'll ask you: foreign fighters legislation, you'd 

be aware most of the audience to this radio network and I think the broad 

populace would support the principle of foreign fighters bill – 

  

MARLES: Which we do too. 

  

STANLEY: And you do. Someone who has gone over overseas should be 

banned from re-entering the country. You agree with that? 

 

MARLES: Yeah. I mean it's that we've got people who have engaged in conflict 



with ISIS, who will have been trained in some pretty distasteful tactics, who 

clearly represent a management issue for our country, and giving our agencies 

flexibility on when these people return, I think, is really important. So a regime 

of temporary exclusion orders which is what the Government's been putting 

forward, we've made clear we support from the outset. And actually this could 

have been a lot less painful in the Parliament if the Government had been 

sitting down with us and just working that through that. You know if you listen, 

the only issue in the Parliament this week has been that there is a Joint 

Parliamentary Committee on Intelligence and Security which has been looking 

at these bills, works through them. It's dominated by the Liberal Party, but we 

participate in it. They made some unanimous recommendations about the 

legislation we just wanted to make sure that that process was followed. But the 

thrust of having these orders in place is something we absolutely agree with. 

  

STANLEY: Newstart, you’ve got John Howard, the Business Council, Barnaby 

Joyce, Seniors Australia, a raft of people saying - and they’ve quantified it - 

it's $75 a week increase in Newstart– 

  

MARLES: It says something that John Howard's in that list. 

  

STANLEY: Yeah, and deeming rates came up as well in relation to pensioners. 

If I go back to the franking credits and some of the measures you've put it the 

election would you have been better off saying, ‘all right, here's what we're 

going to do here: and we're going to use it to fund an increase in the pension, 

some increases in Newstart, some assistance to older Australians,’ so that you 

can then say ‘well yes, some people will lose, but there is going to directly 

benefit these people,’ and be quite clear in what it was going to do. 

  

MARLES: Well we've owned the election result. We will go through and there's 

clearly a whole lot of things we could have done where we would have been 

better off. But right now the question of Newstart goes to this Government. They 

are the government now for the next three years. Newstart is too low. And 

that was the resolution that passed the Senate this week. When you've got 



John Howard making that point, there is an issue here that the Government – 

  

STANLEY: But you weren’t going to do it. I mean you should have in 

government now based on the polls – 

  

MARLES: We’re not in Government. I mean the polls - would have been nice if 

the polls did actually determine the outcome but they didn't. People get to do 

that and that's as it should be. And they've chosen the Morrison Government as 

the Government. It is now for the Government to deal with the issue of 

Newstart. And trying to live off about $40 a day is next to impossible. And the 

Government needs to act on this question. And the fact that John Howard is in 

the list of really significant people making this point should give this 

Government pause for thought about acting on this. 

  

STANLEY: Yep. Okay and yes, there is just a couple of other issues: You have 

got Coalition MPs in trouble for speaking their mind. Now, we talked about you 

saying something about coal. Craig Kelly is talking about pension’s assets tests 

and the new Senator, Andrew Bragg about superannuation rate to stay at 9.5 

per cent and he is saying it shouldn’t be compulsory. Is there anything wrong 

with backbench MPs expressing their view and having a say? 

  

MARLES: It’s fine but it is pretty untidy in terms of where the Government is 

going and I think actually what this is indicative of is- we have got a 

Government here that isn’t really sure why they are in Government. The most 

surprised group of Australians to find themselves where they are after the 18th 

of May is the Morrison Government being on the Treasury benches and so what 

they are now going to do as the Government of Australia  is a mystery to all of 

us- and it is a mystery to them as well. It is not really a surprise that you have 

got backbenchers coming out, raising ideas left, right and centre because the 

Government has no idea about what it is on about. The idea for example, of 

having superannuation to be used to buy a house and then the house be 

assessed in terms of the assets test which would mean you don’t qualify for the 

pension is a recipe for a poverty trap in old age. That has come from a 



Government MP and the Government now need to say, is this where they are 

going? Where actually are they going? 

  

STANLEY: It is probably why he is not a contender for the Ministry. 

  

MARLES: But he is talking and his comments are being heard and it says 

everything about the silence of the Government in terms of actually having an 

agenda for this country. 

  

STANLEY: Funny you talk about surprised Governments- I mean Donald 

Trump was surprised when he got elected- we weren’t expecting it and it has 

been documented though. And, Boris Johnson is quite surprised he is Prime 

Minister of Britain. But, in terms of our situation, just to wind up; when Bill 

Shorten took over as Opposition Leader after the 2013 poll, he had this 

massive, massive majority, so everyone was saying, they will use your mantra, 

‘oh they will be out of Government,’ I keep hearing the mantra, ‘oh they will be 

out of Government’, term after term. That is not the case anymore and the 

margin now, people keep forgetting the dominance of the Coalition over the 

Labor Party that looks like it is completely gone and looks like it is in despair. It 

is only a few seats that need to change hands, isn’t it? 

  

MARLES: It is only a few seats and for Labor supporters out there, certainly us, 

there is absolutely cause for hope and I can tell you we are absolutely 

determined to hold this Government to account and to win the next election. We 

are on 68 seats, the Government is on 77, it is actually- the Parliament is 

comparatively and historically close. 

  

STANLEY: The margins in a lot of seats have changed? Particularly in 

Queensland. 

  

MARLES: Yes but if you look at the margins we would need to- the swing that 

we would need in order to look at the seats to form Government- it is not that 

much. We are in a good position in that sense. I mean, obviously May 18 was a 



devastating result for us but if we are now looking forward we are not out of this 

by a long way    at all. It is really important that we work out what happened on 

May 18- we learn the lessons from it. That we pick ourselves up and dust 

ourselves off. Australia needs a strong Opposition and we are going to be that 

and hold this Government to account. It is a Government which is agenda-less; 

literally. It is a Government which still had three Prime Ministers in the last six 

years; five Defence Ministers over that period of time. The great challenges 

which are facing Australia right now, they are not meeting. And we will hold the 

Government to account on that and we will be presenting ourselves – I can tell 

you- in a full throated way in three years’ time. 

  

STANLEY: Richard Marles, the Deputy Leader of the Australian Federal Labor 

Party. Lovely to have you hear. Your seat is in that Geelong area. You are a big 

football fan- 

  

MARLES: A big Cats fan! 

  

STANLEY: Do you need to get the electoral pendulum out because most 

people expect Geelong to be in the grand final so, now you have got a clutch of 

seats in Western Sydney. A lot of seats you have got to win in Queensland, so 

is it going to be the Giants or the Brisbane Lions playing them? 

  

MARLES: Let me tell you one thing, John: If I learnt anything on May 18 it’s 

don’t count your chickens. So I am not assuming Geelong is in the grand final at 

all. 

  

STANLEY: The Giants and the Lions! 

  

MARLES: Well who knows? We are on top of the ladder now, so it is a nice 

place to be but we are on top of the ladder in July. It would be really good to 

see us win the last game in September and who knows- I think the Giants are 

doing very well and as are Brisbane. It could be Brisbane – Giants grand final. 

  



 

STANLEY: Well the real thing would be if it was Giants verse Geelong, 

Geelong legend, Jimmy Bartel is on the Board of the Giants. So, what is he 

going to do on grand final day? How would you deal with that? 

  

MARLES: I don’t know the answer to that question. I am sure there is still blue 

and white pumping through his veins. 

  

STANLEY: But he will be wearing orange and charcoal, hopefully. 

  

MARLES: There is a big Geelong connection with Stevie going there- who is 

obviously gone now. 

  

STANLEY: That is right, yeah. 

  

MARLES: And Mumford. 

  

STANLEY: Mumford, of course. Look, thank you so much for coming in. Steve 

will obviously talk to you more in the afternoon show, when you next catch up. 

  

MARLES: Thanks John. 

  

ENDS 
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