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JOURNALIST: We seem to see that Andrew Wilkie will move for a 

Parliamentary Inquiry into Crown today, will Labor back it? 

 

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR 
PARTY: We’re not ruling it out. But what we actually need now is to hear from 

Minister Dutton in relation to this issue. There are serious allegations that have 

been made here but they relate to not only Crown but the Department of Home 

Affairs- Australian Border Force. And it is absolutely critical that the Minister 

provides an explanation right now. This is a Minister who when the going gets 

tough he goes missing and right now we actually need to hear from Peter 

Dutton and have an explanation about what's occurred here. 

 

JOURNALIST: That's all well and good but would Labor back the Parliament 

Inquiry? 

  

MARLES: We're not ruling it out, but before you have any Parliamentary 

Committees and Inquiries we don't need to wait for that we actually need to 



hear from the Minister right now, as in today. And it's not good enough that 

because there's some heat around, that Minister Dutton has left the kitchen and 

has gone missing. 

 

JOURNALIST: Are you concerned that he claims though that the Department 

helped Crown, allegations the Department helped Crown, the Consular helped 

Crown get 300 Visas for Chinese high rollers? 

  

MARLES: I mean they're serious allegations. And that's precisely because 

they're serious allegations but we need to hear from Minister Dutton this 

morning. 

 

JOURNALIST: Is it a bit extreme to call for the entire robodebt program to be 

axed? 

  

MARLES: We've seen thousands of people put in a situation where they get a 

letter from the government asking for them to pay a debt that they do not owe. 

Now they go through the trauma of receiving that letter and we are often talking 

about quite vulnerable people, but more than that the moment they receive that 

letter and the onus of proof is reversed for them. This is a system which is not 

working. For all MP’s in this building either side of Parliament, you ask them the 

question. We've had numerous people come to our electorate offices raising 

complaints about the robodebt system, it needs to be scrapped because it is not 

working. 

  

JOURNALIST: So how does the Government then go about recouping money 

that is actually owed through Centrelink? 

  

MARLES: Well it does it in a way which involves human beings. 

  

JOURNALIST: What does that mean? 

 

MARLES: Well the problem with the robodebt mechanism is that we're talking 



about a system without human agency and so as a result we're seeing 

thousands of mistakes being made. 

 

JOURNALIST: We're seeing in the HILDA Survey say that poverty appears to 

be rising again in Australia. Does that fuel calls now for more support for 

Newstart to be increased? 

 

MARLES: Well certainly Newstart is too low. It's a point that we've been making 

very clearly, but this also highlights the stagnant nature of the economy and the 

fact that wage stagnation is the standout statistic in the economy today. Every 

working person around this country will be completely aware of that and when 

they’re thinking about whose side this Government's on they absolutely know 

that this government is not on theirs. 

  

JOURNALIST: So what would Labor's solution be to wage stagnation? 

 

MARLES: Well we've put in a range of proposals but the first thing that could 

be done is not attacking penalty rates, which is what we've seen this 

government do. I mean it has supported a removal of penalty rates which goes 

to the very question of people's take home pay. That is a fundamental issue in 

respect of the ability for people to take home a living wage. But let me also 

make this point; the Government is the Government now it’s just being re-

elected and it will be for the next three years. So it's actually for this 

Government to come up with a proposition in respect of wage stagnation and to 

actually be on the side of working people to go out there and do something 

about it. 

  

JOURNALIST: Interest rates are coming down to like one per cent, the 

Reserve Bank dropping them even below. What does that say about the 

economy where you get to looking into negative territory for interest rates? 

  

MARLES: This Government is presiding over a stagnate economy. As you 

rightly say we've got official interest rates now at a  level way below what they 



were during the global financial crisis. Again we hear no answers from this 

Government about what they seek to do in respect of the economy and it is a 

Government who is surprised to find itself governing after the 18th of May and 

is there without any agenda at all and certainly no agenda in respect of how to 

get the economy going. 

  

JOURNALIST: If monetary policy is not working, it’s up to fiscal policy to make 

to stimulate the economy, isn’t it? 

 

MARLES: That's a good question to the Government and they are now the 

Government for the next three years. What on earth are they going to do in 

relation to our economy which is going through the kind of stagnant situation 

that it is right now? And every working person out there who is experiencing 

wage stagnation is asking the same question; what on earth is this Government 

going to be doing for them? 

 

JOURNALIST: Do you seek a briefing from the DFAT amid the claims that 

there is an emergency line for high rollers used for high rollers used Crown 

Casino clients? 

 

MARLES: Well again that's why we need to be hearing from Minister Dutton 

right now in respect of those allegations. It's a serious allegation and it's not 

good enough that when there are serious allegations Minister Dutton goes 

missing. 

  

JOURNALIST: Isn’t he overseas at the moment though? 

  

MARLES: I understand there are TV cameras overseas. I actually think he can- 

in the appropriate time zone we can hear from Minister Dutton in relation to this 

in this day and age. 

  

JOURNALIST: Do you think that the conduct of Crown was acceptable? 

 



 

MARLES: I think serious allegations have been made. You know I've seen the 

reports on TV and obviously that is all I have seen. What those reports do is 

demand an answer from this government and an explanation from this 

government and the appropriate person to give that explanation be it here or in 

London is, Peter Dutton. 

 

JOURNALIST: But you have formed a view based on what you saw, what 

you’ve read? 

 

MARLES: I’m not about to form concluded views having watched something on 

TV. But having said that what is on TV is enough to raise serious questions 

which demand answers from the Government who actually are in possession of 

this knowledge and have an ability to give an explanation, which the Australian 

people so badly need. 

  

JOURNALIST: Is there a case for a Parliamentary Inquiry which Andrew Wilkie 

is seeking? 

  

MARLES: Well again we're not ruling out the prospect of an Inquiry. But, it's 

incumbent on the Government now, today, to come out and give an explanation 

for what has occurred here and we need to be hearing from Peter Dutton, 

straight away. Thank you. 

 

JOURNALIST: Thanks Richard. 

  

ENDS 
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