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sexual assault; Conservative Political Action Conference. 
 

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR 
PARTY: This is the final day of a sitting fortnight which was intended to be this 

Government’s triumphal march. They scheduled these unprecedented sittings 

in July in order to come to Canberra and have a victory lap. The one thing we 

have learnt, after two weeks of the Government being here, is that they have 

absolutely no agenda and no idea what they want to do in government. The 

only agenda they have is hubris. We have heard a lot of about the Government 

talking about ‘whose side we’re all on’, when this Prime Minister described the 

entire debate around the completely inadequate level of Newstart as being 

"unfunded empathy," at that moment we knew that this was a Government 

which was not on the side of the most vulnerable Australians who are receiving 

Newstart. There is no compassion or concern there for people who are making 

the most difficult decisions as to what they need to go without in order to 

survive. When we heard the Treasurer say that Australians have never been 

better off, that people are much better off now than they were back in 2013, that 

is a Treasurer who is not on the side of every working Australian. This is a 

Government who has no idea what it is doing here. This is a Government 

without any agenda at all and I can tell you that we will be holding this 

Government to account every day for the rest of this term. 



 

  

JOURNALIST: Chelsey Potter, one of the two women who claims she was 

sexually assaulted, she said yesterday that she would like there to be a clear 

enforceable process for handling sexual harassment claims on both sides of 

politics. Is there enough of a clear enforceable process for this sort of thing 

within the Labor party? 

  

MARLES: Labor has a policy of reporting and dealing in a very thorough and 

serious way, allegations of sexual harassment and sexual assault. This is a 

matter that we take very seriously. Obviously the allegations here are very 

serious allegations and I would be hoping that the Prime Minister and the 

leadership of the Liberal Party, are equally taking them seriously within their 

party but ultimately this is a matter the Liberal Party needs to deal with. 

  

JOURNALIST: Is it worrying though, whatever side of the spectrum you are on 

that it’s – people are being forced to actually go public with their claims to 

actually get some traction, or some response? 

  

MARLES: It is why within the Labor Party we have a very clear policy of 

reporting and dealing with matters of sexual assault and sexual harassment. It 

is an issue that we take with all the seriousness that this issue deserves and I 

would hope that the Liberal Party deal with this in a similar way. Ultimately it is a 

matter for them. 

  

JOURNALIST: Raheem Kassam, should he be allowed on a visa into the 

country? 

  

MARLES: I am not going to give any more time to this circus than it deserves. I 

mean really, the gathering that is being reported is like the bar scene in Star 

Wars, I mean that is what is going to be happening here. I am not going to give 

it any more attention than it deserves. 

  

ENDS  
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