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KATE THWAITES, MEMBER FOR JAGAJAGA:  Thank you. It's good to be here today at 

the Repatriation Hospital in Heidelberg. We've been commemorating the service of those 

people who served in Vietnam. It is obviously very important for us to mark that today and 

to mark that here at this hospital which has a long history of looking after and caring for our 

serving our personnel. Including through Ward 17 which is really important to many of our 

veterans who suffer from post-traumatic issues. I really want to commend the Repatriation 

Hospital for the work they do and Austin for the work they do in the space. It is so important 

for our community and I'm really pleased that Richard Marles, could join me here today to 

see this important work firsthand. Richard. 

 

RICHARD MARLES, ACTING LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY: Thank 

you. Well let me start by saying how great it is to be here with Kate Thwaites our new 

Member for Jagajaga. It's only been a few months since Kate's been in the Parliament but 

already she is making a really big mark in Canberra representing this community so well. 



It's fantastic to be here as well at the Austin Repat- and particularly here with its long 

association with Australian Veterans. We've participated in a commemoration of Vietnam 

Veterans Day. This Sunday the 18th of August will be the 53rd Anniversary of the Battle of 

Long Tan and that has come to be known as Vietnam Veterans Day in Australia. And with 

that, we acknowledge the service of all our Vietnam Veterans and in the process also 

acknowledge that that gratitude was not given to them when they returned from that 

service but it is very much given to them now, along with an apology for that at the time. 

And in acknowledging their service we acknowledge all who had served in a uniform. This 

year there is a particular acknowledgement of the 50th Anniversary of the Battle of Binh Ba 

and we particularly remember those who participated in that. It is fantastic to be here at the 

Austin Repat and when you look at the work that is done here for all our veterans this is a 

fantastic facility and we thank all of those who participate in this hospital. Any questions? 

 

JOURNALIST: How do think the deal struck by Pacific Island leaders reflects on Australia? 

  

MARLES: The Government talks a lot about engaging in a Pacific Step Up. What is 

absolutely critical in terms of our engagement with the Pacific is having a credible policy in 

relation to climate change, indeed that is the entry ticket to participating in engagement 

with the Pacific.  When the starting point is, this government cracking jokes about the water 

lapping up in the front of people's doors – and I can tell you that in the Pacific climate 

change is an existential issue and I've actually been in living rooms where I have seen that 

for myself – if that is your starting point then there is a huge credibility gap that the Morrison 

Government has with the governments of the Pacific. There are legitimate issues that 

Australia needs to maintain. Clearly coal is one of those and it's a very important industry in 

this country. But it's impossible to negotiate that through when there is such a big credibility 

gap in the way in which the Government engages with the Pacific by not having a credible 

policy in respect of climate change. 

  

JOURNALIST: So does Labor believe coal has a place in Australia’s energy mix? 

  

MARLES: Of course coal has a place in Australia's energy mix. And even the most ardent 

advocate of renewable energy – and I would put myself in that category – acknowledges 

that thermal coal will remain a critical part of our economy both in terms of supplying the 

domestic market and indeed in terms of export for decades to come. That's the reality and 

those who are engaged in that industry do a fantastic job for our nation and we 

acknowledge and respect all of those who work in the coal industry. But you can maintain 

our legitimate interest in coal and still have an important and credible position in respect of 



 

climate change and do the job of advocating and supporting the advocacy of Pacific Island 

countries and within the global debate, because they are countries which are on the 

frontline of climate change and that's what Australia needs to do. But when your starting 

point is to crack jokes about it – which is all we've seen from this Government and to deny 

the science of climate change – then you have a massive credibility gap with the nations of 

the Pacific and I think that's what we've seen on display over the last few days. 

  

JOURNALIST: Industry groups are warning a serious skills and material shortages which 

would slow down infrastructure projects. What do you think needs to change here? 

 

MARLES: I think there is a skills challenge in this country. It's absolutely for the 

Government to make sure that it has an answer to those questions. But when you look at 

what it is doing in terms of the appropriate funding of skills training and the maintenance 

cut from that it's no wonder that we have a skills gap. But ultimately this is a question that 

the Government needs to answer in terms of delivering on those critical infrastructure 

projects. 

  

JOURNALIST: But how much responsibility did the states need to take? 

  

MARLES: Well this is an effort that occurs across both State and Federal Governments. 

But the Morrison Government – the Federal Government – has a responsibility here, and I 

want to hear from them exactly what they are going to be doing about. 

 

ENDS 
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