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JOSH BURNS, MEMBER FOR MACNAMARA: Thank you. This is an outstanding local 

education centre. It's one of the few that has an excellent rating here, across the country as 

part of the National Quality Standards. This is a place where our early educators do an 

outstanding job looking after kids, here in Albert Park and I'm very, very pleased to have 

Richard Marles as Deputy Leader of the Labor Party here with us. And I am going to hand 

over to him to say a few words. 

 

RICHARD MARLES, ACTING LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY: Well 

firstly, it's great to be here with Josh Burns, our new member for McNamara. Josh has 

been in the parliament just a few short months but already is having a really big impact on 

the place and doing a great job in representing this community to our national level of 

government. And it's great to be here as well at the Albert Park preschool Centre. As a 

father of four who's had four children go through preschool, I know what every expert is 

now telling us; and that is that the most important part of a child's journey in education- 

literally from this moment through to getting a PHD- is in fact preschool. And so, it's so 

important that government is supporting people who work in this area, supporting facilities 



 

of this kind and acknowledging the work they do in making sure there is proper 

remuneration and making sure that people in this role are able to perform the really critical 

job that we need them to perform in order to make sure that we have the best educated 

society that we can have. 

  

Any questions? 

 

JOURNALIST: The Prime Minister of Tuvalu has asked that- he wants to pull seasonal 

workers out of Australia. He has encouraged other nations to do the same. Should the 

Prime Minister be apologising to the Pacific nations? 

 

MARLES: Well certainly the comments that were made by the Deputy Prime Minister were 

insensitive and deeply ignorant, about the future of the Pacific and the significance of the 

seasonal workers program. I hope that doesn't happen. The seasonal workers program has 

been really important for countries in the Pacific, it came into being during the Rudd-Gillard 

years. I've been able to see firsthand the incredible work that people in the Pacific do in 

Australian horticultural settings, as well as how important the money they make is for the 

hometowns which they come from in the Pacific. But I absolutely understand the sense of 

indignation that Pacific leaders feel when they hear the sorts of comments that were made 

by the Deputy Prime Minister last week. And what it indicates is that this government may 

try and talk a big game in terms of a Pacific ‘step up’ but when you look deep in their hearts 

they are just not where they need to be in order to change the trajectory of Australia's 

relationship with the Pacific. 

  

JOURNALIST: Should the Prime Minister apologising? 

  

MARLES: I think there should definitely be an apology for the kind of comments that the 

Deputy Prime Minister made. These were ignorant, silly comments. And I've had, since 

they were made, communications from Leaders in the Pacific to me about how upset they 

were with those comments and it just shows how completely out of touch this Government 

is with the issues that face the Pacific and what they need to actually do to transform 

Australia's relationship with the Pacific, which is so important. An apology is absolutely 

essential. 

  

ENDS 

  
Authorised by  Paul Erickson, ALP, Canberra. 

  

 


