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ANIKA WELLS MP: Good morning and welcome to Banyo, which is the site of the Holy 

Cross Laundry and I have with me the Acting Leader of the Labor Party, Richard Marles, 

who has been good enough to join me for another chapter in my walk a mile in your shoes 

mission. Which as the first new Member for Lilley in approaching 23 years, one of the 

things I'm doing is trying to get boots on the ground and meet as many workers as possible 

and learn more about their lives and their working life specifically, and what the Federal 

Government can do to make those lives easier. 

  

So today we're at Holy Cross Laundry, which was started in 1889 and currently employs 

360 local workers, 46 of whom are supported workers and it's a really interesting and 

innovative model which helps make a business commercially viable with supported 

workers, whilst looking after the linen needs of many vital services across the northern 

side, like what is now Saint Vincent’s Hospital, but what locals know as Holy Spirit, 

Emmaus at Nudgee, Regis at Sandgate, Ozcare, even places like Ronald McDonald 

House. 

  

So we have had so much fun getting to meet the workers here on site this morning and try 

our hand at linens. But I’m going to hand you over now to the Acting Leader of the Labor 

Party to talk to you about issues of the nation. 

 

RICHARD MARLES, ACTING LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY:  Thank 

you Anika and can I start by saying what a pleasure it is to be here with Anika Wells, our 

new Member for Lilley. Anika has only been in the Parliament for a short few months but in 



that time she is already making her presence very much felt both in Canberra but here as a 

local member on the ground in Brisbane and we greatly appreciate her efforts and she's 

one of a crop of bright new people who have come into the Labor caucus and shows so 

much promise for us going forward. And it's fantastic to be here at Holy Cross Laundry and 

as Anika said it's a remarkable workplace that we've just walked through. We did try our 

hand on a number of tasks and it's clear that we're not going to get a job here. But for the 

46 people with a disability who are working in an integrated setting here, there are just 

incredible opportunities that are being provided to them. We met Brian today who has been 

working at Holy Cross Laundry for 45 years and this has enabled him to have a career and 

to develop an independent living life which has been fantastic so we're very pleased and 

grateful for the opportunity of seeing Holy Cross this morning. 

  

I would note today that the Prime Minister is in Vietnam. Vietnam is of course a very 

important trading partner for Australia and we welcome that mission and the development 

of further trade with Vietnam. Vietnam in turn has raised concerns and issues around 

freedom of navigation. As an island trading nation, freedom of navigation and the UN 

Convention on the Law of the Sea is completely central to Australia's national interest and 

it's important that Australia is asserting freedom of navigation and the UN Convention on 

the Law of the Sea around the world. Any questions? 

  

JOURNALIST: Just on that trip, it seems like China expansion into Vietnam territory may 

be on the agenda during the Prime Minister’s trip there. What would you like to see come 

out of that in terms of regional security? 

  

MARLES: As to the various territorial disputes which exist within the South China Sea, that 

is not Australia's interest, and it's important that Australia does not take sides in relation to 

that. But freedom of navigation remains very central to Australia's national interest. The 

majority of Australia's trade goes through the South China Sea and it's very important that 

we, as a nation, assert freedom of navigation as it's expressed by the UN Convention on 

the Law of the Sea. 

  

JOURNALIST: The AEMO report today warns of blackouts because of ageing coal and 

lack of investment in dispatchable power. Who will be to blame if there are blackouts over 

summer, the Victorian Labor Government or the Coalition Federal Government? 

  

MARLES: We have an ageing electricity grid, which has suffered from a lack of investment 

in it. And the simple reason for that is because the Abbott-Turnbull Morrison Government, 

over six years, has been unable to provide policy certainty around energy policy. And so it's 

not a surprise that there has not been any investment in the electricity grid. At the end of 

the day this is absolutely the fault of the Morrison Government. This is a government going 

into its seventh year and we're now up to its sixteenth energy policy. We'd like to work with 



 

the Morrison Government to develop a bipartisan position, but right now this is a 

government which is unable to determine its own position. And the failure to provide settled 

energy policy in this country is the reason why you are not seeing investors invest in the 

system, and as a result infrastructure is ageing and the consequences are therefore 

obvious. 

  

JOURNALIST: What type of dispatchable power does Labor believe should be built to 

cover the shortfalls over the system? 

  

MARLES: Well ultimately this is a matter for the Government. The Government won the 

election in May of this year. And it’s going to be governing for the next few years. And the 

report today is not about what happens in a few years’ time, it's about what happens this 

summer. So ultimately, it is for the Government to actually provide an answer to the 

Australian people, to the people of Victoria, about what they're going to do to ensure that 

there aren’t blackouts in Victoria over this summer. And the reason that we are in this 

situation is because of a total failure of policy on the part of the Abbott-Turnbull-Morrison 

Government. They cannot settle an energy policy in their own party room and as a result 

there is no settled climate in which investors can invest and that is why we are faced with a 

situation that we are currently faced with. 

  

JOURNALIST: What do you make of Barnaby Joyce’s intervention in the New South 

Wales abortion debate? 

  

MARLES: Oh look, ultimately Barnaby can answer for himself and it's a matter for Barnaby 

and the National Party as to how they participate in that debate within the New South 

Wales Parliament and also Barnaby's future. 

  

JOURNALIST:  Should he be commenting on state law though? 

  

MARLES: That’s a question best asked to Barnaby. Thank you. 

  

ENDS 
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