
   

THE HON RICHARD MARLES MP  
ACTING LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY  

SHADOW MINISTER FOR DEFENCE  
MEMBER FOR CORIO  

 
  

E&OE TRANSCRIPT 

TELEVISION INTERVIEW 

TODAY SHOW 

FRIDAY, 23 AUGUST 2019 

  

SUBJECT/S: Tim Fischer; US-China trade war; Barnaby Joyce 
 
DEBORAH KNIGHT: Decent loyal and much-loved. That is how former Nationals Leader 

and Deputy PM Tim Fischer is being remembered, dying at the age of 73 after a decade 

long battle with cancer. Those across the political divide are paying tribute to the boy from 

Boree Creek who was an avid trainspotter and played a crucial role in forming Australia’s 

gun laws. We are joined by Minister for Home Affairs, Peter Dutton and Acting Opposition 

Leader, Richard Marles. Good morning to you both. I was genuinely sad when I heard the 

news of Tim Fischer's passing yesterday. I know that you have both worked directly with 

him and know of him and you worked alongside him as well. 

  

RICHARD MARLES, ACTING LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY: I got to 

know Tim a little bit after he left politics. He was our ambassador to the Vatican but played 

a pretty big role in Australia's successful campaign to become elected to the UN Security 

Council. What was interesting about Tim, he was a gifted diplomat, but his ability to project 

his warmth and generosity of spirit across such a diverse range of cultures was great. The 

people of Bhutan loved Tim Fischer. In Bhutan they had a happiness index and it sat well 

with Tim. 

  

KNIGHT: We know that John Howard was among those paying tribute yesterday, 

particularly the fierce resolve that he had in championing gun control. He had a decency 



that many say is lacking in politics at the moment. 

  

PETER DUTTON: He leaves a very big shadow. As John Howard said yesterday, or 

overnight, the gun laws would not be a reality in this country today without Tim Fischer. We 

have seen attempted terror attacks that would have resulted in the loss of many 

Australians’ lives if it had not been for the laws that he and John Howard passed. You are 

right; he was a figure that was likeable. He was serious on the policy front. He obviously 

represented our country very proudly. As Kim Beazley summed it up, he was just respected 

by all comers. It is a great reflection on he and Judy and they were a wonderful partnership 

that made it work. In this job you need that partnership to give a lot to it. 

  

KNIGHT: And a family man at heart, Tim Fischer. The Prime Minister has arrived in 

Vietnam for trade talks and the issue of China is looming very large. How much of a threat 

is the ongoing trade war between the US and China? First to you Richard, how much 

impact could it have on Australia? We could get caught up in this. 

  

MARLES: We certainly don't win out of a trade war between the US and China and there is 

a real danger that we are collateral damage here. I get America's issues with China. But we 

have to look at a world where it is not completely binary, where there is an opportunity to 

engage in cooperation. And certainly from an Australian perspective, China remains our 

largest trading partner and it is very important that there is a trading system that can 

sustain Australian prosperity. 

  

KNIGHT: The dance that we are doing is so difficult with our largest trading partner, 

customer and our great friend in the US. A lot of Australians are wondering what is China 

to Australia? Are they a friend or are they a foe? 

  

DUTTON: I think for successive Liberal and Labor Party Governments we have been able 

to sum it up, we don't need to be an enemy with China to be a friend the United States. We 

have a different relationship, historically, with the US given the fact that we with fought in 

wars together over the last hundred years. There is a synergy in terms of culture and 

outlook and expectation of a rules-based order. All of that we share in common with the 

United States. 

  

KNIGHT: But there is a real caution with China. 

  

DUTTON: As Richard rightly points out, they are our most significant trading partner. That 



is not the case for the US. We are an island nation of 25 million people. We don't want to 

see an escalation in any trade war. Nonetheless, we want to see people abide by the law, 

by international law. That is on the agenda in Vietnam as well. 

  

KNIGHT: Do we have concerns about the growth of China? Because obviously that is a 

major issue. 

  

DUTTON: We want to see China grow and people come out of the villages into the city and 

see the country prosper. But at the same time, we don't want to see naval ports popping up 

in our part of the world and we don't want to see undue influence in our region. So we will 

work closely with our neighbours. We need to accept that China is a very different system 

of government, of society than we operate here. We have a wonderful diaspora community 

in Australia and we need to weigh up and deal with all of those equities. 

  

MARLES: I think the point is that China, in growing, is good for us economically. But they 

are doing what great powers do; they are seeking to shape the world around them. The 

existing rules-based order which has allowed our trade through the South China Sea, most 

of our trade goes through the South China Sea, if China seeks to reshape that, that is a big 

challenge for Australia. Our alliances with the United States under a rules-based is 

important to Australian prosperity 

  

KNIGHT: Former Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce is threatening to quit the National 

Party after being criticised by his own party for leading the anti-abortion rally particularly in 

Sydney. He is pretty good at stirring up trouble. Peter, would you like to see Barnaby Joyce 

out of the Coalition? 

  

DUTTON: I have seen the speculation and he is not going to leave the National Party. He 

is an integral part of that Party Room and Michael McCormack is doing a great job as 

Deputy Prime Minister. 

  

KNIGHT: Is he more trouble than he is worth? 

  

DUTTON: No, he is not. Going back to your earlier point about the characters in 

Parliament. People say we don't want to see stiff characters that just stick to the script and 

the talking points. People want to see the real side of us. Maybe you don't always see that 

on camera. Barnaby has a set of core beliefs. He is speaking to those beliefs. We live in a 

democracy where people can speak and you can agree or disagree with them. I don't think 



 

that you chastise him on that basis. 

  

KNIGHT: Has he overstepped the mark here? He is a federal politician intervening in state 

matters. We have heard Gladys Berejiklian say in a very veiled way, "Butt out." 

  

MARLES: You can respect his views and it is a very complex debate that he is a part of. 

John Barilaro has a view that he is feeling disrespected by Barnaby in this process. It will 

be interesting to see what the Nationals do. 

  

DUTTON: Are you giving them any advice? 

  

MARLES: I am interested that you enjoy having Barnaby there as a colleague. He keeps 

the Coalition entertaining. He certain doesn't stick to the script. 

  

DUTTON: He doesn't stick to the script. He is of the National Party and he will remain 

there. 

  

KNIGHT: Gentleman, we will end it there. Thank you very much for coming and great to 

hear your thoughts on Tim Fischer. 

  

ENDS 
 

Authorised by Paul Erickson, ALP, Canberra.  

 

  
  

 


