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SUBJECT: Gladys Liu. 
  

JOURNALIST: Senior Liberals say that the Party was warned by the 

intelligence community not to preselect Gladys Liu. What do you make of that? 

  

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE LABOR PARTY: Look, there 

are really serious allegations that have been made in the newspapers this 

morning. They are clearly matters which the Prime Minister needs to provide an 

answer to the Australian people immediately. It is as simple as that. And as long 

as there are questions that are outstanding, in respect of Gladys Liu, it's not fair 

actually on her, but it’s not fair on the Australian people. The Prime Minister 

needs to provide an answer to this question immediately. 

  

JOURNALIST: What is the actual accusation against Gladys Liu for you? 

  

MARLES: Well there are accusations about intelligence community warnings 

which have been put in the media this morning, in the News Limited papers and 

the Herald Sun, that’s a very serious allegation indeed. I think it’s really 



important, actually for Gladys Liu, but I think it’s really important for the 

Australian people that the Prime Minister makes clear what he knew, when he 

knew it and what actions he took. 

  

JOURNALIST: Should she resign? 

  

MARLES: Well, right now, I think there are questions which are at large, and I 

think actually it is for the Prime Minister to act. The Prime Minister needs to be 

fronting the Australian people and making it really clear what his position in 

respect to these allegations are. 

  

JOURNALIST: The Labor candidate for Chisholm, Jennifer Yang, she was also 

associated with some of these organisations that Gladys Liu has been linked to. 

How can Labor then criticise her? 

  

MARLES: Well firstly, the allegations that are being made in this morning’s 

paper are being made in respect of Gladys Liu. And the other point to make is 

that Jennifer Yang isn’t here. Gladys Liu is. Gladys Liu was sworn in as the 

Member for Chisholm and represents that constituency in this Parliament, right 

now, and forms part of the Government’s majority. It is absolutely essential 

given the seriousness of the allegations that have been made in the papers this 

morning that the Prime Minister provides an answer to the Australian people on 

these questions immediately and I would imagine that from Gladys Liu’s  point 

of view she would want those answers given straightaway. But the Prime 

Minister needs to be speaking on this. 

  

JOURNALIST: Can you confirm that no concerns were raised  by the 

intelligence community against the Labor candidate? 

 

MARLES: Well I'm certainly not aware of any, but what I do know is that these 

allegations have been made in respect of the existing member for Chisholm, 

Gladys Liu who's been sworn into this Parliament now and forms part of this 

Government's majority and that's why the Prime Minister needs to provide an 



 

answer to these questions. 

 

JOURNALIST: Labor was made aware of an ASIO briefing, so you know 

whether she had any allegations raised against her. Were you? 

 

MARLES: Well I'm not aware of that, but you're talking in respect of Gladys 

Liu? 

  

JOURNALIST: Mmm. 

 

MARLES: I'm not aware of that but I know the allegations that are being put in 

the paper this morning and as I've said it's absolutely essential that the Prime 

Minister respond to them straight away. 

 

JOURNALIST: Isn't it politically dangerous for Labor to raise this? I mean given 

Sam Dastyari, and what happened with him and then you've got the Aldi bag in 

New South Wales Labor. It's not exactly a case of you guys being clean. 

 

MARLES: Well I think that the standard that has been set here by the Prime 

Minister in relation to these matters was established by his reaction to Sam 

Dastyari. And that's the standard that he set and it's against that standard that 

we would assume he would act now in relation to Gladys Liu. Look matters in 

New South Wales are being dealt with through the New South Wales 

mechanisms- in fact the party in New South Wales has acted very swiftly in 

relation to that. But it doesn't really matter what actions are going on anywhere 

else in respect of anybody else. These allegations have been made in relation 

to Gladys Liu, right now the Member for Chisholm. And it's incumbent upon the 

Prime Minister to provide an answer to the Australian people immediately. 

  

ENDS 
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