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SUBJECT:  Gladys Liu. 
 

LAURA JAYS: Lets go live now to Canberra, the Deputy Labor Leader Richard 

Marles joins us now. Richard Marles thanks for your time. Is Gladys Liu the 

Coalition's Sam Dastyari? 

  

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY: 
Well I think there remain now a lot of unanswered questions in relation to Gladys 

Liu, and obviously there are more assertions that have been made in the media 

this morning and in the Herald Sun. It is for the Prime Minister to answer those 

questions. And when we think about the standard that is set by this Prime Minister 

in relation to issues of this kind, it was set in his attitude in respect of Sam Dastyari. 

  

JAYS: What are the similarities though? There was no money that exchanged 

hands with Gladys Liu. 

  

MARLES: Well there remain a number of questions unanswered. There are very 

serious allegations, fresh allegations, that have been made in the Herald Sun this 

morning. I think it's really important that the Prime Minister comes out immediately 

and clears those up. He needs to be doing that for Gladys Liu actually, but he 



needs to do that so as to assure the Australian public that they can have 

confidence in this place. 

  

JAYS: Why isn't it more black and white to you? Because she did hold what she 

calls an honorary position but it is still an arm of the Chinese Government that's 

known for trying to exert influence covertly in foreign nations. It's pretty clear cut 

isn't it? How concerned are you about that? 

  

MARLES: Well I think these are concerning allegations. There's no doubt about it. 

And it worries me and I know there has been an attempt to clean that up by Gladys 

Liu yesterday, but in fact I don't think that those questions are answered. And 

indeed in this morning's media there are further allegations which I think are 

actually very serious and it's actually incumbent upon the Prime Minister, now to 

come out and make clear that he has confidence in Gladys Liu, but providing an 

answer to the allegations that have been made in the paper today. All of us- 

  

JAYS: What answers do you want? More specifically, what answers do you want? 

Do you want to know if ASIO did warn about this and if they did, well what should 

happen? 

  

MARLES: Exactly, I mean that’s exactly that need to be– 

  

JAYS: But what should happen? If ASIO did warn Malcolm Turnbull not to go to an 

event of a now Liberal Party member because of concerns about the guest list, I 

mean is it tenable that she remains in Parliament? 

  

MARLES: Well I think they are really important questions for the Prime Minister, 

but right now they are the questions which are at large. And all of us who are in this 

place when allegations that are serious are made it is incumbent upon us to make 

clear our position, to clean them up. And that's what the Prime Minister now needs 

to do in respect of Gladys Liu, and the standard that he has set in terms of matters 

of this kind was established in his attitude to Sam Dastyari and that's the only point 

that we're really making, but there are very; I mean at the end of the day, Laura, 

there are really significant serious questions which are unanswered by this 

government. It is for the Prime Minister to answer them right now. 



  

JAYES: Do you really have a leg to stand on when you have Labor Party members 

in New South Wales accepting tens of thousands of dollars of cash in Aldi bags? 

  

MARLES: Well, that is a matter that is being dealt with obviously through the New 

South Wales mechanisms. The Labor Party in New South Wales acted very swiftly 

in relation to that but the inquiry in respect of all of that is ongoing. The only point 

we're making here and it is a separate issue; is that there remain very serious 

questions which have not been answered and it is for the Prime Minister to answer 

them. You know, no proceedings that are going on in New South Wales or 

anywhere else distract from the fact those questions are at large, they remain 

unanswered and they need to be answered by this Prime Minister right away. 

  

JAYES: Is it true, Richard Marles, that your candidate in the seat of Chisholm for 

Labor at the last election has the same links to similar arms of the Chinese 

Government? 

  

MARLES: Well, I don't know the answer to that question. I know those allegations 

... 

  

JAYES:  Are you seeking to clarify whether that is correct? 

  

MARLES: Well, I get that those allegations have been put. But to be honest Laura, 

the situation is very different ... 

  

JAYES: Why? 

  

MARLES: Jennifer Yang is not sitting here as the Member for Chisholm. 

  

JAYES: There was only 1,000 votes in it. You could be in the very same situation if 

voters changed their mind. 

  

MARLES: I can tell you that it can be five votes, they make all the difference if they 

determine whether you sit in this place or whether you don't and the reality is 

Jennifer Yang is not here. Gladys Liu is and she is the one who was sworn in as 



 

the Member for Chisholm in this Parliament. It is now a question in respect of her 

that needs to be answered by the Prime Minister. They are where the allegations 

lie and you know she sits on the Government benches. She forms part of the 

Government's majority. That is what transpired on the 18 of May. The Prime 

Minister now needs to come out and explain what has happened here. 

  

JAYES: Ok, this is fast moving down the road of a potential by-election though. 

Would Jennifer Yang remain Labor's candidate? 

  

MARLES: You've just jumped about four steps down the road ... 

  

JAYES: Sure. 

  

MARLES: Right now ... 

  

JAYES: It's important isn’t it if there are the same links to your preferred candidate 

in that seat of Chisholm, they're legitimate aren't they? 

  

MARLES: Well, who knows where all of this goes and how all of those processes 

play out, but that is way down the track. The only point we're making right now 

Laura is that the elected Member for Chisholm, the person who has been sworn 

into this Parliament to hold that seat and represent that constituency in this place, 

has had very serious allegations made in respect of her. She needs to answer 

them. But more significantly the Prime Minister needs to express his confidence 

and to provide an answer on behalf of his government in respect of those 

questions. It's a pretty simple proposition and it's what the Prime Minister needs to 

act on straight away. 

  

JAYES: Richard Marles, appreciate your time this morning. 

  

ENDS 
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