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SUBJECTS: Perth couple in Iran prison, Gladys Liu, Ice cream.  
 

DEBORAH KNIGHT: Diplomatic efforts are in full swing to free Australian 

travelers Jolie King and Mark Firkin who are being held in a notorious jail in Iran 

for flying a drone without a license. Minister for Home Affairs Peter Dutton and 

Deputy Opposition Leader Richard Marles join us now. Good morning to you 

both. Now Peter there are reports that Iranian authorities are considering a 

prisoner swap deal over these two just how serious is the condition? 

 

PETER DUTTON: Well Deb it's a very serious situation and obviously all of the 

resources of our Government will be applied to trying to support these people; 

DFAT obviously have a significant effort to support the family. But I think as 

we've demonstrated before in these cases, the recent North Korea case, it's 

best that we don’t publicly comment on it. I think we're better to let the 

diplomats do their work, for us to work through the links that we have with Iran 

so that we can get these people back home as quickly as possible. 

 

KNIGHT: A Melbourne academic though has also been apparently tried and 



she is spending 10 years in a jail in this same notorious prison. Is there a 

concern Richard, that Australia is being targeted because we have joined the 

US led mission to defend shipping in the Hormuz Strait? 

 

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR 
PARTY: I don't think there's any evidence of that, but look I think the point that 

Peter made is right. I've witnessed our consular officials in the field they are 

absolute professionals. And this is a moment where I think every Australian 

would just want to see the safe return of these people and we need to let it be 

to the professionals to get their work done.  

 

KNIGHT: Yep, bipartisan there. Now Scott Morrison has come out absolutely 

swinging in defence of Victorian MP, Gladys Liu, who was reduced to tears in 

Parliament of these revelations about her ties to Chinese Government backed 

groups and political donations. The PM clearly values this rookie MP in the seat 

she delivered to secure the Government majority. But Peter, why is questioning 

Gladys Liu’s links, which she failed to declare, a grubby smear campaign on all 

Chinese Australians which the PM claimed? 

 

DUTTON: Because during the week it was clear to me that there was no 

smoking gun from Labor. There was no substance to their attack. It was clearly 

just an attack on an individual. Now, she had a bad interview and there’s no 

question about that, she said that. She is a rookie MP. 

 

KNIGHT: But there is substance to the fact that she didn't declare her links to 

these Chinese– 

 

DUTTON: She’s resigned from some organisations- if there is an issue here- 

but I think what was happening during the week was Labor - and I've watched 

Anthony Albanese and Bill Shorten and others over years – one of the clever 

Labor tactics is to try and create this sort of diversion. And the diversion for the 

Labor Party at the moment is away from ICAC and all that which is going on in 

New South Wales. Mr Albanese, who is intimately associated with many of the 



players in the New South Wales division, did not want to be answering 

questions about that and that's exactly what I think the Labor strategy was this 

week and Gladys Liu was in the firing line. 

 

MARLES: That is the definition of a diversion right there. I mean at the end of 

the day, what happened during this week was the media first raised issues in 

relation to Gladys Liu. And yes, there's an iconic status associated with her. 

She's the first member of the Chinese Australian community to be in the House 

of Representatives. We get the significance of that. But that doesn't excuse her 

or any of us – you or I, Peter – from having to hold ourselves to account which 

comes with being in the House of Representatives. Claims were made in the 

media. That's where they arose first, and all we were doing is seeking an 

explanation for them, which is what would happen with you or with me. And the 

only person who has put Gladys Liu’s ethnicity into the frame here is the Prime 

Minister. 

 

KNIGHT: And has the Government received any advice from your spy 

agencies, from intelligence agencies, at all about Gladys Liu?  

 

DUTTON: Well Deb, as the Prime Minister pointed out yesterday, I mean those 

of us who are, you know, me as Home Affairs Minister with responsibility for 

ASIO and AFP, are at a disadvantage. Because if I received a briefing from the 

Director-General on Richard or on Gladys or somebody else, it’s not something 

I would ever comment on and I have plenty of conversations with the Director-

General about counter terrorism matters –  

 

KNIGHT: But if she is in the clear, why not just clear it up? 

 

DUTTON: No, no, because we don’t comment one way or another on 

discussions that we’ve had or not had with the Director-General, with the Police 

Commissioner of the AFP, there is a relationship there which is incredibly 

important that operates under the Labor Party and the Liberal Party and I’m not 

going to discuss or say that I’ve had a conversation or confirm that I haven’t had 



a conversation. I think that again is a distraction and–  

 

KNIGHT: Well questions will remain.  

 

DUTTON: Questions can remain. But I am not going to go into conversations 

that I have had or things that have been raised or not.  

 

KNIGHT: Ok.  

 

MARLES: And you don’t have to and that principal is obviously important. But 

the point that Deb makes is absolutely right here and I would have thought 

Gladys Liu would want this. Is she in the clear or not? Because if she is, surely 

everybody should be getting up on the Coalition side and saying she’s fine. But 

at the end of the day these are claims which were first made in the media; not 

by us. Really serious claims and if I was Gladys Liu I would want my Prime 

Minister to be out there saying no she is fine, I am in the clear. We have not 

heard that.  

 

DUTTON: Richard, if the Prime Minister or I had concerns about Gladys Liu we 

wouldn't be backing her in the way that we are. And she is a good Member of 

Parliament, she has an incredible story– 

 

MARLES: Let her make a statement to the Parliament– 

 

DUTTON: An incredible story in relation of coming from nothing – 

 

MARLES: She has all of that’s and that’s acknowledged– 

 

DUTTON: Domestic violence background, she is a champion of her local 

community and that's why I think she feels like she's taking it on personally 

now- 

 

MARLES: But to be fair that’s all acknowledged and it is a great story but it 



doesn't absolve her or any of us from the scrutiny that comes with being in the 

House of Representatives which is appropriate. The allegations need to be 

answered. Why can't she just make a statement to the Parliament? 

 

DUTTON: She's made a statement. 

 

KNIGHT: Not to the Parliament.  

 

MARLES: No, she’s made a statement but not to the Parliament with all that 

comes with doing that. 

 

DUTTON: What statement did Sam Dastyari make when he was? 

 

MARLES: But is that the bar, because Sam Dastyari is not there anymore– 

 

KNIGHT: There is more to this no doubt. We want to end with a bit of fun. We 

are having some fun this morning with the fellow who ranked Australia's best 

chocolate bars. Controversially he's turning his attention now to the best ice 

creams. What's your pick? 

 

MARLES: A white Magnum. 

 

KNIGHT: A white Magnum, all right. We’ve got one here.  

 

GEORGIE GARDNER:  I think you’re missing nuts though, just quietly.  

 

KNIGHT: Just to clear up white chocolate, isn’t actually chocolate. 

 

MARLES: It is completely chocolate. 

 

KNIGHT: And Peter? 

 

DUTTON: I went for the Monaco Bar and I was told by a producer they don’t 



 

exist– 

 

KNIGHT: You can’t get them anymore. 

 

DUTTON: Look, I don't want to state the obvious but I'm a bit of an aficionado 

when it comes to ice cream right. You can get Monaco Bar but you got to go to 

the IGA – 

 

KNIGHT: Fish them out – 

 

DUTTON: It wasn’t available, so I got the Maxibon from the servo this morning, 

but I want to start a retro movement here on the Today Show, so Jelly Tips 

patch, you know I’m playing to an audience here. Richard Wilkins I can see 

nodding his head, he’s a seventies child as well, right? 

 

MARLES: What language are you speaking? 

 

KNIGHT: All right we might have to see if that gets on to our list today. 

 

MARLES: I have to say, that is a weird choice and it’s a bit like driving a Prius– 

 

KNIGHT: Oohhh… Boom. We’re out of time– 

 

MARLES: In the world of ice cream this is the Rolls-Royce. 

 

KNIGHT: We're going to debate this, don’t you worry about that, extensively 

during the course of the morning tuck into your ice cream fellas. And thank you 

so much for joining us. 

 

ENDS  
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