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HAMISH MACDONALD: Richard Marles is the Shadow Defence Minister and 

the Deputy Leader of the Labor Party. Good morning to you. 

  

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR 
PARTY: Good morning Hamish, how are you? 

  

MACDONALD: I'm very well thank you. Donald Trump says locked and loaded. 

Iran says ready for a fully-fledged war. How worried are you? 

  

MARLES: Well, you can't be anything other than anxious when you hear that 

kind of language. I would note that there seems to have been a walking back 

from the brink in terms of the language of both sides overnight and obviously 

you know with this President we've seen this kind of language be used in other 

contexts, with North Korea for example a couple of years ago, and that's gone 

down a very different road. So I think the difference between the rhetoric and 



action can be a big difference. But you know, there's no doubt that when you 

hear that kind of language which feels like it very much is on the brink it's 

obviously a source of anxiety. 

  

MACDONALD: Australia obviously, has already committed some defence 

assets to help protect freedom of navigation in the Straits of Hormuz, the same 

area that we're talking about effectively. Do you want some assurance again 

today from the Government, that this commitment is absolutely limited? 

  

MARLES: Well the Government to be fair to it, has been clear about the 

mission that Australia is engaged in and it's on that basis that we've supported it 

and it is limited and confined to freedom of navigation on the high seas which is 

very much a principle and a rule that is central to Australia's national interest. 

And it's in Australia's national interest in terms of this particular waterway, given 

fuel for example, oil that comes from the Gulf to Australia and indeed trade that 

goes from Australia through that waterway as well. But in a more general level, 

freedom of navigation around the world matters for us as an island trading 

nation, which is very dependent on shipping. So participating in an international 

mission of that kind, limited in that way is important for Australia to be engaged 

in. I think the terms of that mission have been appropriately confined. 

  

MACDONALD: You talk about Australia's vulnerability. The Energy Minister 

Angus Taylor says there is, in his words, no immediate threat to Australia's fuel 

stock. But we only have 53 days of net imports, which as I understand it can 

only cover petrol, diesel and jet fuel for about 23 days. Is that enough? 

  

MARLES: I think you ask a good question. And it's something that we spoke a 

bit about during the election campaign and we've put quite a bit of thought into. 

There is a real question about whether or not Australia's fuel supplies, domestic 

fuel supplies, firstly, meet our international obligations but ultimately meet 

Australia's needs in the context of the sorts of emergencies which might arise. 

  

MACDONALD: Sure, so do they? 



  

MARLES: And so while I think it's a completely legitimate question to ask, I 

think it's really important that we hear from the government about what their 

plan is, in terms of making sure that we do have enough reserves of fuel to get 

us through any situation and particularly periods of global tensions. And I think 

there is a very live question right now about whether or not our existing 

reserves do that. 

  

MACDONALD: Because, I need to put to you what Angus Taylor has said; he 

claims that we have 90 days which is the International Energy Agency 

obligation, but as I understand it that actually includes stock on water, which is 

fuel on ships that could in fact be on the other side of the world. So, do we have 

an honest account from the Government- in your view- about how much reserve 

we have? 

  

MARLES: I think claiming that Australia has a 90 day reserve is not an honest 

account. 

 

MACDONALD: And do you think that the Government needs to be clear with 

the public about what we have in reserve? 

  

MARLES: Absolutely I think the Government needs to be clear. And more than 

just clear in terms of what we have in reserve, clear in terms of what it's plan is 

in terms of making sure that Australia is able to meet any situation, particularly 

where there are global tensions. And right now I think it is absolutely fair to say 

that the Government has failed in this. Let me be clear on that and I think there 

are genuine questions- and you've been asking this morning for the 

Government to answer in relation to this- and make clear to the Australian 

people that our fuel reserves are appropriate and significant enough to meet 

these situations. But right now I don't think there is any way in which you could 

honestly say that what we have in place at the moment meets those 

requirements. 

MACDONALD: The Prime Minister Scott Morrison will be meeting with Donald 



Trump this week. Important conversations will be had, particularly in relation to 

China. Do you expect that Donald Trump will effectively be asking Australia to 

choose a side; China or the United States? 

  

MARLES: I doubt that, but look you know the Prime Minister going to the White 

House is of course all well and good-, and I'm sure the Prime Minister is very 

excited about catching up with his mate, Donald Trump. But there is a very 

serious agenda for the Prime Minister to prosecute here. There does need to be 

a conversation with the United States in respect of its trade policy. There's no 

doubt that a trade conflict, or tensions between China and the United States is 

very difficult for Australia and will have an impact and that people's livelihoods 

and jobs here in Australia that we're talking about. 

  

MACDONALD: Are you slightly underplaying though the scenario that the US 

Administration is going to be putting to Scott Morrison? The Secretary of State 

Mike Pompeo described it this way last month, he said ‘you can sell your soul 

for a pile of soybeans or you can protect your people’.   

  

MARLES: Look I understand that that comment, certainly ... 

  

MACDONALD: How do you put up with that comment? 

  

MARLES: Well look I don't interpret it as asking us to choose sides in the way 

in which you've described it. But I’d also make this point; in terms of our security 

partner, you know that's a decision that Australia made back in 1942. I mean 

we've had an alliance with the United States for a very long period time. But 

that doesn't mean that we don't have a trading relationship and seek to build 

political relationships for that matter with countries around the world, and we 

have a very significant trading and political relationship with China, as I might 

say does the United States. And the United States understands all of that. But I 

think the important point here is; this is an opportunity for the Prime Minister in 

Washington, for the Prime Minister, to make clear Australia's interests in the 

context of the alliance and one of those is to make sure that we don't have a 



binary contest between the United States and China when it comes to trade, for 

example, which would give rise to a very difficult set of circumstances I might 

say for the global economy but certainly for Australia's economy. I think it's 

really important, particularly since the United States withdrew from the Trans-

Pacific Partnership, to hear what the economic strategy is from the United 

States in East Asia. These are critically important issues for the Australian 

economy which when you boil it down, Hamish, go to the question of jobs and 

livelihoods of Australians here. And that's actually what is important for the 

Prime Minister to address. 

 

MACDONALD: Sure, but forgive me for interrupting, but if quite simply the 

United States administration sees it in that binary. How does Australia convince 

it otherwise? What can Scott Morrison say to convince Donald Trump and Mike 

Pompeo and others that it isn't that simple? 

 

MARLES: Ultimately what Scott Morrison has in this situation is his voice which 

he exercises on behalf of the Australian people as a close ally to the United 

States, indeed as close an allie that the United States has. And I think the 

Australian people want to hear him exercise that voice and it's all well and good 

to get the happy snaps- 

  

MACDONALD: Well hang on but what will he be saying with that voice that 

would convince them? 

  

MARLES: He needs to make it clear where Australia's interests lie. And 

Australia's interests clearly lie in a trade sense, in an outward looking, globally 

engaged United States. And that's the point that he needs to be making very 

clearly to the President. And that being an outward looking globally engaged 

United States in the context of trade means that in respect of the countries of 

East Asia, and ultimately that does include China. 

  

MACDONALD: Labor is continuing to pursue the Liberal backbencher Gladys 

Liu, over her quote ‘associations and fundraising activities.’ I understand you 



want her to make a statement to Parliament. What does she need to say that 

would satisfy Labor? 

  

MARLES: Well I think she needs to answer the questions and the 

allegations, as serious as they are, which have been put in the media and that's 

the only thing we're asking Gladys Liu to do. To address what are very serious 

allegations which I'm sure that she would want to address and make that clear 

in Australia's Parliament but ... 

  

MACDONALD: Isn’t that effectively asking her to declare loyalty to Australia? Is 

that what you want? 

  

MARLES: No. It's not about that at all. Gladys Liu is a member of the House of 

Representatives and for all of us in that situation, when allegations are made 

about us, serious questions are raised; there is an obligation on us in terms of 

providing public confidence, firstly to the people of our constituency but 

secondly to the Australian people in general to provide a sense of confidence 

about where we stand in relation to those allegations. Now it's not Labor that 

has raised these allegations. These have been aired in the media and it seems 

evident that they've emanated from the Liberal Party. But once those 

allegations enter the public domain and they are serious. It's critically important 

for Gladys Liu as it would be for any MP to do what they can to clear them up 

and to answer those questions and to do so in the Parliament, with everything 

that that implies given that we have obligations about how we speak to the 

Parliament. It's that opportunity that Gladys Liu I'm sure would want to take 

up, but needs to take up. And more than that, Hamish, it is critically important 

that the Prime Minister makes it clear about his position as well, because there 

are allegations in respect of, well, in respect of the Liberal Party about what it 

knew at various points in time, he needs to make those points clear. And it's 

completely within the power of the Prime Minister, not withstanding that we're 

talking about intelligence agencies here, for the Prime Minister to come out and 

make clear that in all the advice he's seen there is no issue here with Gladys 

Liu. That would be an important statement to make to the Australian people. It's 



 

one we've not yet heard. 

  

MACDONALD: From Gladys Liu’s perspective though, Are you happy for her 

just to repeat the things that she's already said, but in Parliament? Or are there 

are specific other things that you need dealt with? 

  

MARLES: Well the making of a statement and getting a third party to table in 

Parliament is not the same thing as going into Parliament yourself and making 

the statement verbally, which attracts all the obligations of not misleading 

Parliament and everything else, which goes with the way in which all of us 

conduct ourselves when we when we speak in the chamber. That's the context 

in which Gladys Liu should provide her explanation. 

  

MACDONALD: Richard Marles, thank you. 

  

MARLES: Thanks, Hamish. 
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