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Hawkins. 
 

JOURNALIST: Will Labor support the ‘Big Stick’ legislation? 

  

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR 
PARTY: Well, firstly we need to see what that legislation is. I mean, we're 

talking about a Government which I think is now up to its 16th energy policy. 

This Government has had more energy policies than it's had Defence Ministers, 

and that is actually saying something. Before we're talking about any 

proposition that Labor may or may not agree to, we've got to see whether or not 

the Government has the internal coherence to actually come up with a policy 

itself and that’s really the question for the Government today. 

  

JOURNALIST: So you’re very opposed to it before the election. What is it about 

the policy that has made Labor willing to have a look at it? 

  

MARLES: That absolutely was our position. But the point I'm making is; we 

don't have the policy in the public domain yet. And it's not clear that it's got 



through any of the Government’s party room processes. In fact there's a whole 

lot of controversy going on there. This has never been about Labor's ability to 

take a position in relation to an energy policy. I mean, what has dogged this 

Government over the last six years is an inability to land this particular policy 

area. We're up to energy policy number 16. Who knows whether you know the 

so-called ‘Big Stick’ legislation will represent a final position of the Government. 

That's the question. And until we get to that point, there actually is nothing for 

us to consider. 

  

JOURNALIST: The US President Donald Trump says that the US is, ‘locked 

and loaded’ in retaliation to what happened in Saudi Arabia. Josh Frydenberg 

says business leaders shouldn’t overreact. What's the right reaction? 

  

MARLES: Well, obviously that language causes anxiety. Clearly it does. I think 

it's also important to take a moment and just understand firstly that there has 

been a walking back of that language overnight. But secondly there's a big 

difference between language and action. And we've seen that in respect of the 

language of this President in the past, in respect of other conflicts. But I note 

Josh Frydenberg has pointed to that language, he's pointing to a whole lot of 

issues around the world, which I think he's going to be doing in his speech 

tonight, about why there is every reason in the world for Australia's economy at 

the moment and not the actions of his own Government. Let us be clear: we've 

had record low wage growth in this country for the last six years. That predates 

the events of the last few weeks. No matter where Josh Frydenberg points, at 

the end of the day I know that people in my electorate are doing it tough and 

they have been for a long time. They're having to go and make decisions about 

what they will not be able to afford on any given night. And the Treasurer going 

out this evening and pointing to every issue in the world other than his own 

Government's performance is cold comfort for the people I represent. 

  

JOURNALIST: So investors aren’t concerned about the global economic 

uncertainty at the moment? 

  

MARLES: The fact here is that the single biggest factor in terms of where the 

Australian economy is at, is this Government's failure to manage it over the last 

six years. And I understand that when people I represent are making really 



difficult decisions about what they go without, that is about the way in which this 

Government has managed our economy far more than it is global factors which 

are going on, or not going on, over the last few years. 

  

JOURNALIST: There's been a bit of debate about the future of the Labor Party 

in recent weeks. Do you think the last election loss was a narrow loss, and 

some superficial changes are needed? Or, do you think it was a catastrophic 

loss and fundamental changes are needed to approach the new platform? 

  

MARLES: The size of the loss is there for everyone to see ... 

  

JOURNALIST: Given the division of the government ... 

  

MARLES: But it was very clearly not the outcome that we hoped for. And it's 

not the outcome that we worked for. A repeat of that outcome at the next 

election would be devastating for us. And we're in the business of seeking to 

win elections, and form government and to do everything we can to make 

Australia a better country and you can't do that from the Opposition benches. 

So the critical answer to your question is; we lost the election. And that 

whatever the numbers are, or whatever spin we want to put on whether it was 

big or small, we're on the wrong side of the Parliament. And we need to change 

that going forward. Now, you don't do that without having a root and branch 

review of how we've gone about things in the past, and it's critically important 

we do that going forward. That I might say is a proposition that's been accepted 

by every person in the Labor Party who has been asked that question. And I 

think we're all going about this with a deep sincerity to make sure that we learn 

every lesson we can from May 18, to put us in the best possible position to win 

the next election, so that we can do what needs to be done on behalf of millions 

of Australians and that is govern this country properly. 

  

JOURNALIST: How do you think Scott Morrison should approach his visit to 

Washington given all that is happening? 

  

MARLES: Well I'm sure Scott Morrison will be feeling very excited about going 

off and catching up with his mate Donald Trump. But there's actually a very 

serious agenda for him to prosecute in Washington. It's critically important that 



 

he makes clear in his discussions with the President that Australia's interests, I 

might say the globe's interests, but certainly Australia's interests, are served by 

an outward looking trading United States. That means trading within East Asia 

and that does include trade with China. Trade tensions between the United 

States and China are obviously a concern for Australia and it will impact 

livelihoods here. There will be working Australians who are in jeopardy in terms 

of their work security by virtue of escalating trade tensions between China and 

the United States. That is a point which Scott Morrison needs to make very 

plain in the conversations that he has with the President. So I've got no doubt 

that you know he'll be very keen to have his happy snaps taken over the next 

few days, but I think what really matters here is the outcomes that he brings 

back to Australia from this opportunity. 

  

JOURNALIST: Has the President had a positive or negative impact over global 

tensions? 

  

MARLES: Look at the end of the day the tensions between China and the 

United States in relation to trade are concerning for Australia. And it is really 

important from an Australian perspective that we see an outward looking, 

trading United States. And within the context of our alliance with the United 

States, which remains the centrepiece of our world view, the centrepiece of our 

national security architecture within the context of that alliance, it is really 

important that we're able as a nation to exercise our voice and make that point 

clear to the United States. 

  

JOURNALIST: Can Geelong make a Grand Final without Tom Hawkins? 

  

MARLES: Geelong can make a Grand Final without Tom Hawkins. It is going to 

be a big mountain to climb. But I'm really confident that with the Esava 

Ratugolea and Gary Rohan up front that we can do the job on Friday night. And 

all my wishes are with that team on the evening. 

  

ENDS 
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