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SUBJECT/S: Prime Minister’s trip to US; US-China Trade War; The 
Morrison Government propping up their Budget with the NDIS. 
  

JOURNALIST: What advice do you think the Prime Minister should give the 

President when it comes to the trade war with China? 

 

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR 
PARTY: It is very much in Australia's interests that America is an outward 

looking trading nation and what it's about is seeking to build an open global 

trading economy. Obviously when there are trade tensions between America 

and China that is not good for the global economy actually, but it’s certainly not 

good for the Australian economy and it's really important that Scott Morrison is 

making that case to President Trump. And you know, I get that he'll be enjoying 

being there with his mate and he'll like all the happy snaps and that's all fine. 

But at the end of the day the Prime Minister is going to be judged on what 

outcomes he achieves and what he brings back. 

 

JOURNALIST: If the Treasurer says today that the Budget is in balance, will 

you give the Government any credit for that? 

 



 

MARLES: Let's see what transpires. But let's be clear; the path to surplus 

which this Government has plotted out has been on the back of an underspend 

on the NDIS. Now the idea that there is not a demand for the NDIS is frankly 

offensive. And every MP in this building will have constituents who are coming 

into their offices talking about the difficulties that they have faced in accessing 

the NDIS. So it is ridiculous to suggest that there is not a demand for the NDIS. 

And so it's off the back of those people that this Government has chartered a 

course to surplus. 

 

JOURNALIST: It is needs based though. So you're suggesting that people 

aren't getting what they need? 

 

MARLES: The idea that there is not the demand for the NDIS is silly and it's 

actually offensive because there's not a person in the system who doesn't 

understand how difficult a whole lot of Australians are finding accessing the 

NDIS. So I mean, whatever happens today let's be clear that the bulk of the 

pathway to surplus is off the back of an underspend on the NDIS. 

 

JOURNALIST: Thank you. 

 

ENDS 
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