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SUBJECTS: Scott Morrison’s lack of leadership; HMAS Toowoomba. 
  

TOM TILLEY, HOST: Richard Marles is the Shadow Defence Minister, he joins us from 

Melbourne. Richard Marles, welcome back to Breakfast. 

  

DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY, RICHARD MARLES: Thank 

you, nice to be here.  

  

TILLEY: We'll get to those Defence questions in a moment. But what did you make of 

David Littleproud’s explanation for the Government's response to the bushfires. 

 

MARLES: Well, I think what we've been seeing from day one is the Government which has 

been floundering when there's been a desire and expectation- an obvious expectation from 

the community for leadership. For this government to talk about not being- having its policy 

to by shock jocks, I think it is very interesting. But at the end of the day all people have 

wanted from Scott Morrison is leadership from day one, in a moment of national crisis and 

what we've got is a Prime Minister who has gone absolutely missing. 

  

TILLEY: And what do you make of the timing of the Government's decision to call out 

those 3,000 Defence Force Reservists, did that come too late? 

  



MARLES: Well we think it came too late. I mean better late than never but we support the 

decision. But I mean we had been arguing for an act of leadership from the Federal 

Government for a long time, going right back to last year calling. We were seeking that the 

government call a COAG with what was emerging then as an unprecedented bushfire 

crisis. And we thought that there was a role for the ADF in this crisis much earlier on than 

what was ultimately decided by the Government. But again it comes back to where Scott 

Morrison is at. I mean, Scott Morrison has been trying to make an argument to say well this 

is not really a federal issue, that that's not been the history. And in fact that's completely 

wrong. I mean you go back to Black Saturday and I remember very clearly the role that 

Kevin Rudd and his Government played then it was a role of national leadership, not just in 

terms of providing the kind of empathy and comfort which was expected from our Prime 

Minister which has been so obviously missing here. But back then you saw the 

Government take- the Federal Government take a lead role in terms of the engagement of 

the ADF and in that particular event- and the Federal Government was up front and centre 

in terms of the management of that crisis. So, for Scott Morrison now to be saying well 

really this is a State issue and it's unusual for the Federal Government to get involved is 

actually just trying to rationalise the fact that this was a Government which went missing. 

And I think what's really important to understand here is that in times of national crisis we 

see the character of our national leader, and sadly that has been very much on display in 

the last six weeks and it has not been good viewing at all. 

 

TILLEY: Yesterday the Prime Minister left the door open to evolve its climate policy.  You 

are critical of the Government's climate policy but you don't have one of your own yet and 

you've even got Joel Fitzgibbon- as David Littleproud just referenced- arguing for Labor to 

accept the government's targets. Are you still going to go down that path or are you 

promising to do more than the Government on climate change? 

  

MARLES: You only need to look at a form of Labor going right back to the mid-2000s 

when- in fact earlier you could go back and look at Bob Hawke in 1990- we have 

consistently taken a position on acknowledging the science of climate change. Of the need 

for there to be a national policy and in all the elections, certainly since Kevin Rudd 

contested the election in 2007, you've had a very clear and strong position from Labor in 

relation to climate change and that will happen at the next election as well. What's 

important to understand now though is you know we're within a year of the last election. 

This is a Government that will be governing through until 2022 and it right now it is a 

question that for the Government to actually articulate what it intends to do in relation to 

this space and what we've got is a Government which is stuck in a terrible place of half its 



caucus denying the existence of climate change- 

 

TILLEY: Half its caucus, did you say? Really, is that what you think? 

 

MARLES: You've got a whole lot of the Government's party room being in denial of the 

question of climate change to begin with and we had an extraordinary interview been given 

to the international press at this moment. 

 

TILLEY: Alright. Let's turn to the departure of HMAS Toowoomba for the Strait of Hormuz, 

today. Is Labor still supportive of this deployment given the recent escalation in tensions in 

the Middle East? 

  

MARLES: Freedom of navigation remains a critical matter in Australia's national interest, 

we're an island trading nation and we have been involved in freedom of navigation of 

operations around the world for many decades. This is the 68th deployment into the Persian 

Gulf of an Australian frigate and the work at HMAS Toowoomba is going to be doing, in 

terms of providing safe passage through the Strait of Hormuz but also a range of other 

activities that we've been participating in with Operation Manitou which goes to questions 

of piracy and illegal trafficking are really important missions for Australia to be involved in. 

We've had a long history of being involved and it does directly to our national interest – 

  

TILLEY: Okay we get the point about the reason for the mission but what about the context 

that's arriving in. Are you concerned about the escalation in tensions in Iran? 

  

MARLES: Well of course. We're all concerned about what has played out in Iran and in 

that part of the world over the last few weeks. But the mission that HMAS Toowoomba is 

going to be participating in is a very important one, it goes directly to Australia's national 

interest and we remain supportive of it. 

 

TILLEY: Do you think President Trump did the right thing by taking out Soleimani? 

 

MARLES: Well look, I'm not in a position to make an assessment of that- 

 

TILLEY: Surely you have a view? You're the Shadow Defence Minister. 

  

MARLES: There's a whole lot of material that he would be privy to which as the Shadow 

Minister in Opposition in Australia I'm obviously not privy to. I think what's important is that 



 

we are seeing a de-escalation of tension within that region. I think that's what we must be 

seeing. And we'd be urging all the parties involved to try and give rise to that de-escalation 

of tension. And to that end, I might say, the freedom of navigation missions that had been 

in operation now for some time I think are giving rise to a safer environment around the 

Straits of Hormuz. 

 

TILLEY: Just before we hit the news; the ABC has been told the warship could be diverted 

to somewhere else in the Middle East if the security situation deteriorates. Are you aware 

of that? And what does that mean? 

  

MARLES: Well I think it's very important that the safety of Australian personnel is taken 

into account in terms of any rising tensions that occurred, frankly in any part of the world 

but in that part of the world. And I think that goes in respect of those serving on HMAS 

Toowoomba but also the other Australian personnel who are deployed in the Middle East 

right now. I would be surprised if the Government doesn't have contingency plans in place 

in the event of rising tensions and a situation which puts people in danger. But I reiterate 

the fact that the that the mission in respect of providing freedom of navigation and that part 

of the world, one which a number of nations participate in, is very important. 

 

TILLEY: Richard Marles, thanks for joining us. 

  

MARLES: Thank you. 
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