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KIERAN GILBERT:  The Deputy Labor Leader Richard Marles joins me. Richard 
Marles thanks so much for your time. As you heard the Prime Minister talking about 
the fact that Australia is only 1.3 per cent of emissions globally. And he's adamant 
that they will meet those targets for 2030 and that they're on track to do that. That 
he's not so much about what's on paper but what gets done. What do you say in 
response to his argument today? 
 
RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY:  
Well the Prime Minister is lying.  And let's be really clear about one fact; the Prime 
Minister knows he is lying.  I mean this is a guy who is completely loose with the 
truth.  We're not on target to meet our Kyoto targets.  That is a five per cent 
reduction by 2020.  What we're talking about at the end of this year is a reduction on 
2000 levels of 0.3 per cent.  We're nowhere near meeting Kyoto.  We're not on track 
to meet the commitments in terms of the Paris Accord.  This is a Prime Minister who 
lies at every opportunity and is loose with the truth.  And when the facts don't suit 
him he just makes stuff up and that's what we saw in this speech.  And I think your 
question was a really important one.  You know there is a role for Australia in terms 
of the way in which we exercise our voice on the global stage.  I think particularly in 
terms of the leadership that we should be showing in respect of our Pacific 
neighbours who are on the frontline of climate change and as we saw at the Pacific 
Island Forum last year, there is no doubt about the way in which this Government 
has completely failed to tell their story to the world and more than that has 
completely failed in terms of what Australia should be doing.  The global assessment 
of Australia is that we are ranked right at the bottom in terms of climate change 
action.  That's actually what this government is about.  And no telling black is white 
is going to change the reality of that.  You know, I think the Australian people can 
now see through the fact that this is a Prime Minister who lies. 



GILBERT:  When you talk about the Kyoto carryover which the Labor Party criticised 
but the Prime Minister in that speech said it was Labor who required the Kyoto 
carryover to be included for agreement in that original environment, emissions 
reduction program, that it was Labor's idea in the first place.  What is your response 
to that? Because now Labor is very critical that the government is going to use the 
carryover from the Kyoto period to meet its 2030 targets. 
 
MARLES:  What the Prime Minister is seeking to do is use the work that was done 
by the Rudd-Gillard Governments in terms of reducing Australia's emission- which 
did reduce during that period of government- in terms of meeting Australia's 
obligations in the future, in a context where emissions have risen under this 
government.  Since the Abbott-Turnbull-Morrison Government came to power, 
emissions have risen.  And that's what he's trying to do.  So, I mean he can kind of 
pick and choose facts here and there.  But what is critical is that this Government's 
action on climate change has absolutely zero.  Emissions are going in the wrong 
direction.  They're not on target to meet any of their international commitments.  And 
that's the fact of the matter.  And people can see that.  And faced with those facts 
what we have is a Prime Minister who rather than taking responsibility for this, just 
goes out and lies and that's and that's what he does every time that he's in a spot. 
 
GILBERT:  When we talk about the current crisis, the fire crisis, he the Prime 
Minister is saying that hazard reduction is a greater threat for many of the homes in 
the line of fire than emissions reduction or at least a greater priority right now. Do 
you accept that? 
 
MARLES:  Well I think there are a whole lot of efforts that need to be taken in terms 
of managing bush and in terms of preparing those who live near bush for the threats 
of bushfire and a lot of lessons were learnt in the aftermath of the Black Saturday 
bushfires.  We need to learn the lessons coming out of these and we need to employ 
best practice.  But to suggest that this has nothing to do with climate change, I think 
beggars belief really.  And in terms of actually acting in respect of this bushfire crisis 
again what we've seen as a Prime Minister who has done everything he can to avoid 
his own responsibilities.  I mean in this speech he's almost asserting that a national 
crisis of this kind is fundamentally a state responsibility and that, you know, the 
problem is with the law.  The problem here is that fundamental lack of leadership 
which he exercised as the Prime Minister of our nation and had he exercised that we 
would have had a much better response in terms of working with the states.  I mean, 
back in November we were calling for the government to convene a COAG to talk 
about this issue, in the lead up to what was shaping then as a very difficult bushfire 
season.  This Prime Minister and this government sat on its hands and now they're 
coming up with some kind of legal excuse to avoid responsibility for that.   
Fundamentally we needed to see leadership from this government, fundamentally 
we didn't. And what we've got is a Prime Minister who's not willing to accept 
responsibility here. 
 
GILBERT:  But isn’t the change today- and the argument about the need for the 
Commonwealth apparatus to allow him to intervene, in the future where similar 
crises emerge.  Isn't that what the argument was all about today? That there wasn't 
that agreement prior to this fire emergency that we've seen this summer? 
 



MARLES:  We can always have a look at what the legal regime is and whether it 
can be tinkered here and there.  But make no mistake; what was going on today was 
the government trying to point to the law as an excuse for its own inaction.  I mean 
the reality is the government has a whole lot of assets, it has a whole lot of 
resources and there's nothing stopping it ringing up State Governments and talking 
about how it can coordinate with them to best deploy those resources and to deploy 
those assets working out how we can coordinate all the assets the state and federal 
government across the country in the best possible way.  You know instead what we 
had; was a Prime Minister who authorised a call out of the reserves- which was an 
important step to take but he did that without even talking to the New South Wales 
Government.  I mean it is astonishing. It's not about empowering the Commonwealth 
for unilateral action, it's about having a Prime Minister and a government which is 
willing to engage in leadership and play its part.  And what's been manifestly obvious 
over the entire summer is that that's not what we've had in Scott Morrison. 
 
GILBERT:  Do you welcome the fact the States will be required to be more 
accountable for emissions reduction? Because while of course there needs to be 
accountability federally, the states also have to be accountable for any hazard 
reduction that has been done in the lead up to our fire season. Surely there needs to 
be a greater transparency, as the Prime Minister's requesting here? 
 
MARLES:  I think getting the states involved in playing their part in terms of hazard 
reduction is important.  But let's be clear the issue in terms of Australia's failure to 
meet its targets in relation to emission reductions is fundamentally a failure of the 
Commonwealth Government to properly act during this bushfire season, not a 
function of the legal regime which underpinned the situation here.  It was a function 
of this Prime Minister's inability to play a leadership role. 
 
GILBERT:  On the Bridget McKenzie matter; the Prime Minister's indicated that all- 
as the audit office has said- the Auditor-General has looked at it and said that all the 
sports grants were eligible.  That he is now looking at expanding the grants program 
according to what he said today with the Treasurer, that other worthy projects could 
be funded.  Is that a good thing given- obviously it's been a popular program. 
Controversial, sure- but the areas that have got it have been happy about it. 
 
MARLES:  You know again this is an attempt on the part of the Prime Minister to 
avoid responsibility and to avoid the issue.  The issue here is not the worthiness of 
community sport because all of us who are involved in community sport know how 
vital it is within our communities, and how much more could be done with funding for 
one project or another.  But in a world of finite resources and that's the world that we 
live in, those resources whatever they are need to be distributed on the basis of 
merit.  And what was patently obvious in the lead up to the last election is that the 
program that this government administered was not distributed on the basis of merit, 
it was distributed on the basis of electoral politics and saving its own skin.  And that 
is what has become patently clear. Now try to avoid that fact- 
 
GILBERT:  But is it a sack-able offence? Is it a sack-able offence, if the Auditor has 
found, the Audit office has found basically, there were others that had more merit but 
these programs were still they say had merit in order to receive these funds.  Is it 
sack-able then to say; sorry Minister you're gone because of your discretion, which 



she says she was given as was part of her ministerial responsibility. 
 
MARLES:  Well the answer that question is; absolutely it's a sack-able offense.  I 
mean the idea that you ignore most of the recommendations of Sport Australia in 
terms of where this money should be distributed.  Not just a few on the side but most 
of the recommendations were ignored in favour of a spreadsheet which is based all 
upon marginal electorates, the size of their margins and where this money ultimately 
was distributed to.  That's not- like people can see that that is fundamentally a rort.  
That is not about community sport.  It's about saving the Liberal Party in the context 
of the last election.  And that's what they were doing.  And we could all see it.  So 
the fact that it is coming out now, it is patently clear and the Prime Minister, if he had 
any backbone at all or any integrity at all, he would be accepting responsibility for 
this.  As it is he's doing everything he can to avoid it.  Now you know, in essence 
saying we could fund other sports programs, yes community sport is worthy, we all 
get that.  But what we're talking about here is; you had a finite resource as a 
government and rather than distributing it on the basis of merit, you distribute it on 
the basis of electoral politics to save your own skin. That is an outrage. 
 
GILBERT:  Deputy Labor Leader Richard Marles appreciate your time, thanks for 
that. We'll talk to you soon. 
 
MARLES:  Thank you. 
 
ENDS 
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