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SUBJECTS: Domestic Violence; Labor’s commitment to net zero emissions by 2050. 
  
KARL STEFANOVIC, HOST: Joining us now to discuss is Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton in 
Brisbane and Deputy Opposition Leader Richard Marles, in Melbourne. Thank you for your time 
today gentleman, we appreciate it. Peter, you would have just heard that. We have had Royal 
Commissions into aged care and the bush fires. Is it time that we had a Royal Commission on 
something as important and something that needs to be done right now in relation to domestic 
violence? 
  
MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS, PETER DUTTON: Good morning Karl. Morning guys. It is just 
the most horrific story. Nobody could imagine the sadistic nature, the premeditated nature of 
this violence, and I think Governments of any persuasion will do whatever we can. I mean, it is 
not an issue of money or an issue of a lack of ability or desire to change the laws. I think all of 
us stand united and have done for a long time in whatever we can do to stamp out this violence. 
You see the innocence of those children, and the horrific story now as it is detailed of what 
Hannah and her children have gone through. It is inconceivable. And what can we do is not only 
as Governments, but societies to react, to respond. It is just devastating and we need to look at 
any option that's available to us. 
  
STEFANOVIC: Good. 
  
ALLISON LANGDON, HOST:  I mean, I don't know what the solution is, but whatever we are 
doing at the moment, it is not working, because women and children are still dying. Richard, do 
you think it is time to forget any kind of political rivalries here? Do we need some sort of 
bipartisan support and approach to this, whether that be a Royal Commission or not? 
  
DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY, RICHARD MARLES: Absolutely, 
Ali. This goes completely above politics, and everything Peter just said then is absolutely correct. 
I think all of us are open to whatever needs to be done, and I agree with you. You know, 
whatever has been done up until now doesn't seem to be working. I can remember Rosie Batty's 
original press conference, which was appalling, it was horrifying, but it was courageous and it 
was also deeply compelling. And here we are, so many years down the track, and you look at 



what's happened tragically to Hannah Clarke and it feels like nothing is changing. And this simply 
can't be what characterises us as a people. This is a scourge within our society and somehow 
we need to address it and get rid of it. And whatever that requires, in terms of whatever kind of 
inquiry - and Peter is right - it is not about - we will do whatever, in terms of laws, money - this 
has to be brought to an end. And I think the Parliament and politicians stand completely as one in 
relation to doing everything that possibly can be done to bring this scourge to an end. 
  
STEFANOVIC: Okay, let's do it. That's a step in the right direction - if there is a Royal 
Commission or a more efficient way or something that can happen a bit sooner let's do 
everything we can. Let's move on, now. A huge announcement is expected later in the day from 
Anthony Albanese. It is widely reported that the Labor Leader will use a speech in Melbourne to 
announce a zero emissions target for Australia by 2050. That is zero emissions by 2050. It is a 
big task. Richard is that true? Is that going to that happen later on? What does it mean for coal in 
this country, coal fired power? 
  
MARLES: This is where the world is going, Karl. And if you support the Paris Accord, which 
apparently this Government does, it is committed to it, then you have to be for this because this 
is the step which is required to make sure that we see climate change kept to a level of 
two degrees. And what we have got here is a Government which at one level is a is trying to walk 
both sides of the street. They say they are committed to Paris on the one hand, and yet this, 
which is a long-term and pretty basic core commitment to deal with the question of 
climate change seems to be a step too far for the Government. 
  
STEFANOVIC: So, Richard how are you going to do it? How are you going to pay for it? How are 
you going to transition? There are so many questions here. 
  
MARLES: This is a statement of principle about where we get to in the middle of the century. I 
mean, the real question from all the modelling now is how are we going to pay are to the cost of 
not doing it? I mean, the CSIRO itself, the Government's own agency, has made clear this is the 
path that gives rise to greater economic growth, this is the path which gives rise to lower power 
costs, this is the path which gives rise to higher wages, and in the last week, Melbourne 
University said the cost of doing nothing is going to be 20 times the cost of acting. So, the real 
question ultimately for Peter, and the Government is how are they going to pay for doing nothing 
in this respect. And, of course, there needs to be a medium term plan in relation to this and we 
will detail that as we get closer to the election. It is impossible to get to that now without seeing 
exactly where the Government have got with this over the next couple of years. But a clear 
statement of direction about where we go as a matter of principle is very important and that's 
what Anthony Albanese is going to make today. 
  
STEFANOVIC: So, basically you are not doing anything, you are just issuing a statement a little 
bit like Tom Cruise did in that film a couple of years ago - a statement of intent but not really do 
anything. Peter, when you hear that, are they jumping the gun on you? They will get all 
the positive PR around that. How do you feel about it? 
  
DUTTON: Karl, I just think you have to read between the lines of what Richard just said. Let's 
be honest, I mean what Labor is talking about is an aspiration, a statement, a feel-good thing, 
and nothing happens. So, the statement is pointless. Or it is a statement that is without detail 
about how they are going to actually achieve it. And if you ask them how they are going to 
achieve it, it means higher electricity prices, it means jobs in the tens of houses, hundreds of 
thousands going from states like Queensland. Those jobs will go overseas. We need 
to understand what it will mean for our economy, otherwise - I mean, you can't make these 
glib statements without some detail on the bones. And, Anthony Albanese today needs to detail 



not some airy, you know, fairy aspiration. He needs to tell Australians what it is going to mean, 
for how many jobs will be lost. How can you commit to this when you have not even done 
economic modelling or have any comprehension about the negative impact on people's lives? It 
is crazy. 
  
STEFANOVIC: Peter, as I was just saying then – it was Jerry Maguire and Richard, the lines 
was, "show me the money". 
  
DUTTON: Show me the money. 
  
STEFANOVIC: What you are going to have to do that down the track. Thank you for joining us 
today. We appreciate your time though guys, we do have to wrap it up. Sorry about that. See you 
next week. 
  
DUTTON: Thanks guys. 
  
MARLES: Thank you. 
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