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SUBJECT: Labor’s commitment to net zero emissions by 2050. 
  
MICHAEL ROWLAND, HOST: Let’s go to politics and Labor has reaffirmed it is committed to a 
target of net zero emissions by 2050 but the party at this stage has given few details about how it 
gets there. However, it has ruled out a carbon price. Deputy Labor Leader, Richard Marles joins 
us now. Richard Marles, good morning to you. 
  
RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY: Good 
morning, Michael. How are you? 
  
ROWLAND: Good. Some questions being asked this morning by sectors potentially affected by 
this. Let's start with agriculture - the National Farmers' Federation wants assurances that 
livestock production won't be affected by agriculture being included in this net zero emissions 
target. Can you give that assurance to them? 
  
MARLES: This is an important target, Michael but I think that the real point for agriculture is - 
what guarantees do they have about the way that the world looks if we go business-as-usual 
through to 2050? Every piece of research, every modelling that's been done, says that to do 
anything other than getting to net zero emissions by 2050 actually will result in a significant 
increase in cost. You look at the drought that we've just gone through, the summer that we've 
gone through, the sense of which we've had of not being prepared for that, the enormous cost to 
agriculture in all of that, business-as-usual for the next 30 years will cost. And when we're talking 
about providing detail, really the Government, and those who advocate that we should stay as 
we are, need to explain how they are going to fund business-as-usual through to 2050, because 
that is what is going to cost the economy. 
  
ROWLAND: Okay, and we'll ask the Government when we have their respective Ministers 
appearing on the program. But let's focus for the moment on your policies. Tony Maher, the boss 



of the NFF, says he's concerned of less livestock farming and as a result, higher meat prices 
under Labor’s plan to lump agriculture in which you did ahead of the last election into this target. 
Can you give them assurances that livestock farming won't be affected? 
  
MARLES: We're talking about a target in 2050, Michael. The reality is that business-as-usual 
and the climate is we are experiencing it is affecting the entirety of the economy, particularly 
agriculture. So we absolutely need to get to a point around the world where we have net zero 
emissions by 2050. We need to understand, Michael, this ultimately is the Paris Accord. This is 
actually, in theory, what the Government has signed up to. Researchers say that if we are going 
to reduce global warming to two degrees or less, which is the commitment in Paris, then getting 
to net zero emission by 2050 is what we need to do. And the price of doing anything different is 
going to be really significant, and in fact, agriculture is on the front-line of that. We'll provide 
details in the lead-up to the election, as you would expect us to do, but it's really important that 
we set a target, that we set a goal and we know what our destination is. And this isn't a 
particularly controversial destination. It is what was set by the world in the Paris Accord, which in 
theory, this Government has signed up to. 
  
ROWLAND: Okay, and what assurances can you give to the tens of thousands of people who 
work in or rely on the thermal coal sector? I know your Leader Anthony Albanese said that there 
would still be coal exports by 2050? But you would have to say there would be less of them as 
you try to reach this target? 
  
MARLES: Thermal coal and coal exports is fundamentally determined by a global market. Now, 
there is a good role for coal going forward, and for thermal coal exports. But fundamentally, 
you're asking me a question about what the state of the global market will be in 2050. Now, I can 
imagine that there will be thermal coal exports through until that period of time, and it's a really 
critical industry for Australia, and we support it. But we need to understand where the world is 
going. And it's really important that Australia establishes this as the end target that we are 
working towards. 
  
ROWLAND: I guess the point is - it's one thing to put- to set a target by 2050, but don't you leave 
yourself open, Richard Marles, to political attacks, scare campaigns- call them what you will, by 
not detailing to people, voters and those affected by the decision, just how you'll actually get 
there by 2050? 
  
MARLES: Michael, we will provide detail in the lead-up to the next election. But actually, I think 
that this is a debate which is crying out for truth telling - it really is. You've got a whole lot of 
people out there who are knowingly saying things which incite fears or create confusion. The 
world, at Paris, signed up to a proposition of trying to limit global warming to two degrees or less. 
That means, in accordance with every piece of science out there, that we are going, as a globe, 
need to get to net zero emission by 2050. That, in theory, is what the Government has signed up 
to. To do anything different is to not be with Paris, but is also to invite a massive cost on our 
economy. That is what the Government is doing. So on the one hand, to say- which is what the 
Government is doing, to say, "We're for Paris but not for doing anything about what Paris 
means," is to walk both sides of the street, but much more profoundly, it is to speak an appalling 
lie really to the Australian people about what they face. You know, it is really critical that we 
actually do face up to this and start speaking truth. And that's what we're doing in terms of setting 
what the destination is. And of course, there's detail about how we get there and we'll release 
that in good time- 
  



ROWLAND: But should you not have released the detail with the target? Instead of creating this 
potential vacuum? 
  
MARLES: There is a vacuum in the absence of anyone engaging in a conversation about what 
the destination is. And that vacuum is being created by the Government. That's why we felt it 
was so important to actually make it plain; we signed up to Paris, this is what Paris means- we, 
as a party, are committed to that. Now, we will provide detail in the lead-up to the next election, 
but let's be clear - this is what the destination is. And you are seeing people on the Liberal side of 
politics agree with this, Trent Zimmerman has agreed with it. You've got a massive division on 
the side of the Government which speaks to all of their problems. 
  
ROWLAND: Okay, and we'll look at the Government when we speak to the Government. And 
just finally confirming, there will be no carbon price under a government that Anthony Albanese 
leads? 
  
MARLES: Look, the last two elections, we've not taken a carbon price- 
  
ROWLAND: Yes, but that wasn't the question. There will be no carbon price under a Labor 
government? 
  
MARLES: Let me finish the question- let me give you the answer. In the last two elections, we 
have not put a price on carbon. Now, we'll do all of our policies in the lead-up to the next election 
but I cannot see that changing. 
  
ROWLAND: Okay, that's not a firm rolled gold guarantee that it won’t be, so it’s still the table 
based on your words there? 
  
MARLES: It's simply to honour the fact that we've said that we'll do all of our policies as we get 
to the election. But I can't see that a carbon price will be one of them. 
  
ROWLAND: Okay, Richard Marles, Deputy Labor Leader, thank you for your time on News 
Breakfast. 
  
MARLES: Thank you. 
  
ENDS 
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