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SUBJECT: Labor’s commitment to net zero emissions by 2050. 
  
JOURNALIST: Good morning, Richard. Well, 2050 net zero emissions; how will you actually get 
there? 
  
DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY, RICHARD MARLES: It is really 
important that we engage in truth telling to the Australian people and make it clear what the 
destination is and that's what we've done in announcing net zero emissions by 2050. This is the 
Paris Accord. Let's be clear about it; this is the Paris Accord. What Paris said was that we want 
to reduce as a globe, global warming to two degrees. And what that means is net zero emissions 
by 2050. And every piece of modelling out there that we've seen even in recent weeks here in 
Australia is indicating that the cost to our economy of anything alternative is going to be 
significant. So we want to make it clear what the destination is, we'll obviously have more to say 
about all this in the lead up to the election and there's plenty of time for that. But I think the 
question today is how will the Government provide costings and explain the cost of business as 
usual? How will the Government explain how it will fund the cost to the economy of not acting? 
That's actually where the cost lies and the Government needs to do some truth telling of its own 
and explain to the Australian people how it intends to pay for not acting. If you want to see the 
cost of not acting, you only need to look at the drought that's been endured by this country over 
the last few years and of course the terrible summer that we have just experienced. That is the 
question for the Government today. 
  
JOURNALIST: Do you consider an approach like New Zealand has taken where you take 
agriculture out of the emissions reduction area? 
  
MARLES: We have given a long range target which describes the destination that Australia 
needs to reach. It oughtn't to be a controversial one. It's the destination that the world is working 
towards, coming out of the Paris accord which this government has participated in. The question 
now for the Government, is if it's now saying that that's not what it's about, it's saying it's not 



going to take measures to try, well then that's fine but it's going to need to explain to the 
Australian people how it is going to pay for that because that is where cost lives. 
 
JOURNALIST: But do you concede that your messaging on this before the last election 
ultimately cost you votes? 
 
MARLES: We're really focused on the election that is coming up in 18 months to two years from 
now. And that's where we're focused on and we are really clear about the fact that we need in 
this debate to actually speak with plain talk. You know, we need to be honest with the Australian 
people. The Government’s signed up to an accord which has implications and we're trying to 
explain what those are and make it clear that that is the goal we are working towards. You've got 
a Government right now, which has signed up to an international agreement on the one hand 
and it’s pretending it means nothing in terms of their behaviour on the other. And the 
consequence of that will be a cost to the Australian economy and let me say agriculture will be 
on the frontline of that. 
  
ENDS 
 
 
Authorised by Paul Erickson, ALP, Canberra. 
 


