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TOM CONNELL, HOST: Joining me live is Deputy Labor Leader Richard Marles. Richard 

Marles, thanks very much for your time today. Look why don't we begin with China. The Chinese 

Embassy in fact, attacking Peter Dutton, accusing him of political attacks but calling for 

transparency about China's role in coronavirus and how this got out in the first place. Does this 

show that China's not going to allow any sort of transparent process here? 

 

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY: Well, we will 

have to wait and see exactly what China does and its reaction to calls for an independent 

investigation. What matters here though, is that we do have as much transparency as possible. 

And it's important to understand what's occurred here. It think it is less about rushing to a blame 

game, as it is about just trying to understand exactly what's occurred. China need to understand 

it but the world needs to understand it so that we can learn as much as possible from this event. 

Make sure that it doesn't happen again. And there are understandably a whole lot of questions 

which remain unanswered. But we don’t get to the bottom of it without a thorough and 

transparent investigation and in that sense this is an issue which has impacted the entire globe. 

So, I think the world has got an interest in it.  

 

CONNELL: Would you support this Scott Morrison push for the World Health Organisation to 



have weapons inspector level powers when they are going into countries? Because that was part 

of the issue wasn't it? WHO basically went in and weren’t allowed a lot of access to various 

things.  

 

MARLES: Yeah, I think this is a constructive suggestion to beef up the powers of the World 

Health Organisation. And what it really speaks to, Tom, is the need at this point in time to have a 

strong, effective, functioning World Health Organisation as part of a strong global architecture. 

This is a moment in time where we need to be having more of that- rather than less. And that's 

why the calls- you know- previously had during funding, the kind of decision that's been made in 

the U.S., seems to go in the wrong direction. Now, rather than abandoning the World Health 

Organisation it is really important actually that we're investing more in it. There are obviously 

issues inside the World Health Organisation but we need to be there to fix them up. And I think 

giving these kinds of powers is a step in the right direction.  

 

CONNELL: As diplomatic as any exhortation can be for China to be transparent, make sure that 

people around the world know how this got out- avoid future circumstances. Is there any 

indication from what Xi Jinping had done in the past, that he’ll allow that because it could allow 

some sort of blame to go towards China? 

 

MARLES: Well ultimately that's really a question that the Chinese need to answer, I am not 

about to answer it for them. I think it is important that we-  

 

CONNELL: But do you have any great hope, that he is really going to say, alright, yep, come and 

have a look at everything that happened here? Here's what we knew in early January for 

example.  

 

MARLES: I think it is right that the world pushes for that and Australia plays its part in that cause. 

We do need to have as transparent an inquiry as independent inquiry as we can possibly have. I 

mean, I think it is important that we are not rushing towards a blame game and I think 

governments around the world which have responsibilities for managing a very difficult set of 

circumstances, attempted to go down the path of blame games, for me it is not about that. It is 

actually about a search for understanding but we need to have a transparent investigation to get 

there. We've got to continue to seek that from China. 

 

CONNELL: Okay. You mentioned Donald Trump and the call out of the U.S. to just pull funding 

from the World Health Organisation. What have you made of the U.S. President's handling of 

COVID-19? 

 



MARLES: Again, I am not going to give a commentary on how the United States Government 

has handled this. I mean this is a very complex society with tiers of government which differ 

around the country in the U.S. And, I think one of the things that we've seen around the world, is 

that the leavers that each country has to respond to this crisis differ very significantly. And you 

know, we're not sitting in the seat in Washington in terms of the set of circumstances that they 

have and the leavers they have available to them. Now, we've got our own to worry about. What 

you can say though, is that for the United States it's an absolute tragedy. I mean we are saying 

death on a very large scale. This is an event which is as is as significant as any that we've seen 

in recent history and given 9/11 that's a very big call to make but that is actually what is going 

on.  

 

CONNELL: Yeah, but there's a lot of difficulty in the U.S. compared to Australia. Even reports 

that perhaps it could have been in their own country before they realised. But surely when you 

look at some of the action, in particular the lack of action from Donald Trump, when things could 

have been moving in March, the tragedy you spoke about feels like it was at least partly 

avoided.  

 

MARLES: Well, I mean, there's going to be a time for inquiry not only in the United States but 

around the world and here about exactly what was known when, and the speed with which 

governments reacted to this crisis. Now if we're being modest, governments around the world 

were struggling to comprehend how significant a crisis this was actually emerging to be. And you 

could say that here. That's the truth of it. And so, we need to be focused on our own set of 

circumstances, I think, before we start giving commentary on what was happening in the United 

States. And again you know, it's not clear exactly when the first cases started appearing in the 

community in Australia. I think they’re all questions which are unanswered here as well. We need 

to walk down that path, I think, within our own country and focus on our own set of circumstances 

and our own reactions to this virus. 

 

CONNELL: Well there is that the Senate Committee beginning today, so presumably there'll be 

questions from Labor around some of those things. Let me just ask on the US though, when we 

look at the state of that nation right now, some of the protests and the civil unrest and of course 

the impact of the virus. Is there a concern as to how the U.S. emerges out of this given it is our 

only ally? 

 

MARLES: Well, it is not out only ally. But the alliance with the United States-  

 

CONNELL: Key ally, sorry.  

 



MARLES:  And, our alliance with the United States is the central feature or our national security 

architecture, our foreign policy and it remains so. Our relationship with the United States is very 

key. It's a really good question. I think exactly what the world looks like as we emerge out of this, 

both in terms of the U.S. but the role of China in our part of the world, in the East-Asian time 

zone. I think how this virus impacts our immediate region, in countries like Indonesia and Papua 

New Guinea. I mean, I think what we will find is that the strategic circumstances we live in are 

going to be a whole lot more complicated and they were pretty complicated before the 

coronavirus started. But it's actually difficult, I think to predict exactly what that looks like other 

than to say it is going to look a whole lot more difficult from what we face now. And I think it 

brings sharp focus on the needs that we have here, in terms of making sure that we are properly 

prepared to take our place in the world.  

 

CONNELL: Richard Marles, appreciate your time today.  

 

MARLES: Thanks, Tom.  
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