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ALLISON LANGDON, HOST: Well, a bitter division over China is ripping 

through the Labor Party, Leader Anthony Albanese accused of going soft in 

his approach to the trade war with Beijing. 

  

KARL STEFANOVIC, HOST: Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton and Deputy 

Opposition Leader Richard Marles join us now from Canberra. Morning lads. 

  

PETER DUTTON, MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Good morning, guys.  

  

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR 

PARTY: Good morning. Good to see you back, Karl.  

  

STEFANOVIC: Richard- Nice to see you too! 

  

MARLES: Congrats on Harper.  



  

STEFANOVIC: Thank you so much for that. I really appreciate that. And I will 

pass it on. 

  

DUTTON: Bags under the eyes, Karl. You've been up feeding through the 

night, nappies. 

  

STEFANOVIC: I have. 

  

DUTTON: Any of that sound familiar?  

  

STEFANOVIC: Now it makes being tough harder. You guys just wear me down. 

  

ALLISON LANGDON, HOST: They’re very good. They’re very good. 

  

STEFANOVIC: Well it's not going to work. Hey Richard- 

  

MARLES: Give me your best shot.  

  

STEFANOVIC: Labor has had a terrible week. 

  

MARLES: Is that the question? 

  

STEFANOVIC: Yes. That's all I've got. 

  

MARLES: Well, I disagree. 

  

STEFANOVIC: All right. Let me go with it. Albo dismissed calls for 

the Australian Workers' Union demanding a hard line stance with China. I 

mean, can Albo even survive this given the divisions that are now very apparent 

within your own party? 

  

MARLES: That is completely over the top. Firstly, Anthony supported the letter 



that was written by the AWU. The AWU's letter is a completely understandable 

and reasonable letter about looking after Australian jobs. This is a really difficult 

and complex relationship that we have with China. 

  

STEFANOVIC: Why didn't he say that then? Why didn't he say that? Why didn't 

he come out and say- instead of saying this is like any letter, the AWU has 

written since 1956? 

  

MARLES: Well, I think the point that he was making is that this is a letter which 

is from a union supporting their workers and supporting their jobs, which is 

what unions do, and I think that is the point that he was trying to make. But I 

understand the letter that's been written by the AWU and it's important to be 

standing up for Australian jobs right now. And obviously what has happened 

in relation to the decisions of China put a whole lot of jobs at risk. But let's be 

clear about this Karl; what we've seen on the Government side is a complete 

rabble when it comes to this relationship. We have got a Foreign Minister 

who essentially spends her time in hiding. A Prime Minister who doesn't like to 

talk about this issue that much either. And the whole space is filled by 

basically the bar scene from 'Star Wars' who are making all these 

incredible comments about China which are really inflammatory. 

  

LANGDON: Well, Peter is one of them. You haven't held back, have you Peter? 

  

DUTTON: Nothing wrong with a bar scene out of 'Star Wars'- 

  

STEFANOVIC: I agree.  

  

DUTTON: I've got to say, better than the latest episode of 'Gilmore girls', I might 

say, Richard, just following on from last week. 

  

MARLES: I did not watch that.  

  

DUTTON: Hand on heart. 



  

MARLES: I put it on and went downstairs. 

  

LANGDON: Your response, Peter? 

  

DUTTON: Look, I think the Government's position has been absolutely 

consistent. And it's why in an unprecedented way, a union leader has come out 

to support the Government and to call out the Labor Party. I mean, the 

union movement is shaking its head as to why the workers of Australia 

aren't being supported by the Labor Party and Mr Albanese has been caught 

out. So, I think that's exactly what's happened. What's the Prime Minister asked 

for in relation to our relationship or in relation to the issue around the virus?; 

that is for a transparent look at what happened, how it originated, whether it 

can happen again. That's been our consistent position. No change at all. So all- 

  

MARLES: We have supported that. 

  

DUTTON: All that spin and deflection. Well, what's the rabble you're 

talking about? We've been consistent in the position- 

  

MARLES: George Christensen. I mean, the op ed that he wrote during the 

week, talking about ‘ambassadors of death’, I mean what on earth was that? 

And George is somebody who provides a vote which supports your 

Government. And the reality is we never see Marise Payne. Like, it would be 

much better if we were hearing from the Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister 

to give what needs to be a really sober set of commentaries about a very 

complex relationship, than to hear George and every other person come on 

and basically put out a whole lot of inflammatory language which forms part of 

what's going on here. 

  

LANGDON: And who is caught in the middle of all of this- our farmers have 

been. I mean, let's look at your form lately, Pete because you did pick a fight 

with China and now Queensland, I mean, why did you get involved in their bid 



for Virgin? You didn't need to. 

  

DUTTON: Well, Ali I'm a proud Queenslander. I want to see Virgin planes back 

in the sky, I want to see competition, I want to see those pilots and hosties back 

in the plane. But the Queensland Government has gone out of their mind. If 

they think that, when they have got no money, not a dollar in the bank, every 

credit card they've got is maxed out, and they want to go out and buy an airline 

that is debt laden, in a market that's probably as bad as any market in the 

last 100 years, and they don't have a clue about running an airline. They can't 

run the trains on time. So why wouldn't you come out and criticise that? I think it 

is interesting watching Cameron Dick before, I mean, that was a train wreck of 

an interview with Karl. He doesn't even have the basics right. He's changed his 

position overnight as well, which I mean really says that this guy is not up to the 

task. 

  

STEFANOVIC: I know what you're up to. 

  

MARLES: Are you running for Premier? 

  

STEFANOVIC: No, no I was just about to ask that. It was a very good question. 

Obviously the Opposition in Queensland is so inept, that they are relying 

on Peter Dutton to come in over the top and make perfect sense, as 

an alternate government, why don't you run for Premier later in the year? 

  

DUTTON: Richard has been drinking this morning, that's the first thing to say. 

  

STEFANOVIC: That was me. 

  

DUTTON: After his comment just then. 

  

STEFANOVIC: That was me. 

  

DUTTON: It needs to be noted.  



  

MARLES: Do it Peter, do it. 

  

DUTTON: The second point is; no thanks. I'm voting for, and a very dear friend 

of and a huge fan of, Deb Frecklington. She will win the next election and I hope 

and pray that she does because it will be about who can bring Queensland out 

of this very difficult circumstance, get people back into jobs, get 

businesses reopen. And you've got the Palaszczuk Government that's flapping 

around with these crazy ideas. If I was out of work at the moment, I would place 

no faith in Annastacia Palaszczuk getting the economy right. So vote for 

Deb Frecklington. That would be my advice. And Richard, mate, wait 

until lunchtime please. 

  

STEFANOVIC: Why? It's a Friday fun day. 

  

DUTTON: Sure. I don't say that's a hard rule. I just say it should be observed. 

  

LANGDON: I do want to talk about though all the people who are out of work at 

the moment. Just looking at Canberra over the last couple of days- 

  

STEFANOVIC: Awful. 

  

LANGDON: We have seen politics come back into it but one of the big things 

that Labor has brought up is JobKeeper. And I think when you roll out a scheme 

this big, you are always going to have issues. But, Peter, now that you know 

what those issues are, are you going to fix them? 

  

DUTTON: Well, Ali, we have gone through and doubled the JobSeeker amount 

so that is $1,100 a fortnight. That is the safety net. It's not a normal Newstart or 

dole arrangement. I mean, this has really been beefed up for the very purpose 

that you're talking about- to try and provide support to people. Now, the 

JobKeeper is in place as well. And that has saved millions, I think, from going 

on to the unemployment queues. When you look at what is happening in 



the United Kingdom and, in particular, in the United States where you've got 

tens of millions of people on the bread line, that's a desperate situation. Now, 

we've dealt with the health issues as well as any country in the world. And I 

think we've saved many businesses from going into liquidation, many families 

from going to the wall or losing their houses because of the JobKeeper - 

JobSeeker and the other assistance packages that we've put in place. So I 

think we've got the balance right. Labor will always say spend more money, of 

course they do. And that's the reality. We will deal with that. But I think we've 

got the approach right. But if we need to help more people, we will. 

  

STEFANOVIC: Maybe we can all go back to the bar scene in 'Star Wars' at 

a distance of about a metre and a half? Thank you gentleman for your time this 

morning. Have a great weekend. Appreciate it. 

  

DUTTON: Thanks, guys you too. 

  

MARLES: You too. 

  

STEFANOVIC: That was a fair line in that, wasn’t it. I always wanted to go 

to that bar. 

  

LANGDON: It did look fun. 

  

STEFANOVIC: I didn't think it was a negative. 

  

LANGDON: I tell you what though, Peter is going to be having more fun in 

Queensland than Richard is having in Victoria this weekend. 

  

STEFANOVIC: Can Peter actually go back to Queensland? Are you still there, 

Pete? Can you go back? 

  

DUTTON: Yeah, we can. Yeah, I have got a special permit to get across-the-

 border. 



 

  

STEFANOVIC: Oh what?  

  

LANGDON: He has got the antibodies. He's had it already. 

  

DUTTON: I've had it. I can't give it to- I can’t catch it again. I'm good. 

  

LANGDON: Well I don't know, I think the decision is out on that. 

  

STEFANOVIC: Maybe you can give it to me, so I can go back. 

  

DUTTON: One of my mates said to me if I catch it twice, I'm dead to him. He's 

never seeing me again. So there you go. 

  

STEFANOVIC: OK, let's hope that's not real, that's a bit dark. Thank you. 

  

ENDS 
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