
   

RICHARD MARLES MP 

DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY 

SHADOW MINISTER FOR DEFENCE 

MEMBER FOR CORIO 

  
E&OE TRANSCRIPT 

TELEVISION INTERVIEW 

TODAY SHOW 

FRIDAY, 10 JULY 2020 
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KARL STEFANOVIC, HOST: We are joined now by acting Immigration Minister Alan Tudge and Deputy 

Opposition Leader Richard Marles. Good morning to both of you. Thank you for your time this morning. It is the 

end of a long week, isn't it, for Victorians, Melbourne shutdown and Victorians shut out of multiple 

states. Richard, to you first of all, local health authorities did not adhere to national guidelines with contact 

tracing. There have been so many blunders in Victoria. Is it time for a cleanout? 

 

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY: Well, look, I actually think 

from the outset of the pandemic the Andrews Government have done a good job. Clearly something has gone 

wrong here. But the Andrews Government have also done the right thing in terms of having a judicial inquiry to 

get to the bottom of it, and that's what needs to occur. But right now, we're in the midst of a crisis and you are 

right, it is incredibly frustrating for the people of Victoria that we're now going through a lock down again. And 

I think where everyone's mood is right now is we've just got to get through this, make sure that people are 

adhering to the advice so that we can get to the other end. 

 

ALLISON LANGDON, HOST: Alan, hotel quarantine, I mean, to get it so wrong initially, hiring untrained security 

guards to run the show, but to then have no checks in place, not one Victorian Minister has resigned or even 

apologised over this, where does the buck stop here? 

 

ALAN TUDGE, ACTING MINISTER FOR IMMIGRATION: Well, I mean, in part you're right, Ally, there has been- 

we've got eight jurisdictions here. Seven out of the eight have had good quarantine arrangements in place and 

one out of the eight hasn't. Now, we all know what's occurred here. We all know that mistakes, in some respects 

I'm with Richard, where it is not useful for me as federal minister to enter into blame game or commentary 

here. From our perspective, we want to support the Victorian Government to get on top of this crisis so that we 

can get people back to normal again as quickly as possible. It is so frustrating for Victorians. I mean, both 

Richard and I are from Melbourne, Richard from Geelong, myself from Melbourne. We are back in lockdown 

again. The only place in the country. People are angry, people are immensely frustrated, and I'm concerned that 

some businesses may not survive on this particular occasion. So we've all got to get supportive and get back on 

track here and get on top of this virus once again here in Victoria. 



 

LANGDON: We've already heard from some of those businesses and they have said they won't get back on 

track after this. Richard, if this was the private sector, the CEO would go. 

 

MARLES: Well, I think there's going to be plenty of time to get into the blame game and to do all of that. Right 

now, I think it's not so much about the politics of this moment, I think it's about the crisis of it. And we need to be 

thinking about making sure that we're listening to the advice, that we are getting through this moment and that 

we're focussed on that. I mean, that's where Victorians are at now. There is a judicial inquiry. The 

Government was quick out of the blocks in terms of establishing it. It's going to get to the bottom of this and it is 

really important that it does and it is important that there is a thorough and no holds barred inquiry into what has 

happened here. But right now, I think it's about- somebody getting sacked is not going to make anyone get 

better, it's not going to make any business come back. Right now, we need to be getting through this crisis. And 

I think there's going to be plenty of time to apportion blame in the future. 

 

STEFANOVIC: Okay, Alan, Malcolm Turnbull says JobKeeper is propping up businesses that wouldn't ordinarily 

survive. Do you agree? 

 

TUDGE: Certainly JobKeeper was put in place for a reason, and I think it's been very warmly supported. And I 

think it has kept a lot of jobs and a lot of people in place throughout this period. Now, it is forecast to come to an 

end, as you know, in September and we're currently reviewing those arrangements. We will be having an 

announcement to make in relation to this later this month. But I don't think anyone is in any doubt about the 

importance of the JobKeeper program, how it has been critical in terms of keeping people connected to 

those jobs and keeping those businesses alive today- 

 

STEFANOVIC: What I mean by that question, let me clarify, some businesses just wouldn't make it anyway, 

even if there was no pandemic around. The JobKeeper is keeping these businesses afloat artificially when 

ordinarily, in ordinary economic times, they would sink. 

 

TUDGE: Well, I don't know about that, Karl. I mean, we want these businesses to stay alive and it's been a very 

important mechanism to keep those businesses alive, and importantly to keep those people, employees, 

connected to those businesses. 

 

LANGDON: Now, the PM is also talking about a cap on international arrivals. Alan, you know people have had 

plenty of time to return home. Why are we letting anyone in? 

 

TUDGE: Well, Australians and permanent residents always have a right to come back to Australia. That's your 

right as a citizen or as a permanent resident. But they do have to come through the quarantining arrangements 

and obviously there is a limit in terms of how many people can come through each day. Now, that's going to 

be discussed again at the National Cabinet today. NSW has already indicated they want to have about 450 

people per day come in. Western Australia a bit less, Victoria obviously here, we're not having anyone in the next 

couple of weeks at least. But that's the reason, Lisa. You're an Aussie, you're entitled to come back to your 

home country. 

 

LANGDON: Thank you for that. 

 

TUDGE: Sorry, Ally. I said Lisa, I realise. 

 



STEFANOVIC: Talking about throwing grenades, you've also- 

 

TUDGE: Sorry. 

 

STEFANOVIC: You've also said that we'll be a safe haven for Hong Kong citizens. You may as well throw the 

grenade over the border to them. 

 

TUDGE: Sorry, say that again, Karl. 

 

STEFANOVIC: Well are you picking a war with China? 

 

TUDGE: No, we're just acting in our interests. I mean, we've always chased talent from around the world, Karl, as 

you know. We're an immigrant nation and we have a great immigration program, work is largely skills-based. 

Here is the same where we know there is going to be some super talented people and some great businesses in 

Hong Kong who will now be looking for destinations to go to which are freer, which are more democratic, and 

where freedom of speech is more available, and we want that super talent to consider Australia. So we're making 

incentives to that talent - those talented people and to some of those regionally headquartered businesses to set 

up shop here in Australia, because if they do that, that creates wealth and further job opportunities for 

all Australians here. 

 

STEFANOVIC: And it is up yours to China. 

 

TUDGE: No, it's just - it's just we act in our sovereign interests. 

 

STEFANOVIC: Okay. 

 

TUDGE: And we make no - we make no apologies for that though. We are always chasing talent from around the 

world to come to our shores. 

 

LANGDON: Hey, I just quickly want to know from Richard, because we know this morning that the borders 

to Queensland, they're reopening. Everyone's welcomed, except you guys. That's a bit tough. I’m not saying it to 

be mean, it's tough.  

 

STEFANOVIC: It sounded mean, Ally. 

 

MARLES: It did. Sounded a little bit mean. 

 

LANGDON: I honestly didn't mean it to sound mean. 

 

STEFANOVIC: Finally Australia is getting to know my co-host! 

 

MARLES: I listened to the interview with Annastacia, and she said, ‘I didn't want to be mean either’. I mean, 

everyone is saying this about Victoria. You can all get stuffed. We love it here. I mean, that interview made it feel 

even colder than it really is here. 

 

STEFANOVIC: Well, you had a win against the Lions, yesterday anyways, so you can get stuffed as well. 
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MARLES: Go Cats! 

 

LANGDON: And someone in Victoria won the $80 million jackpot, so it ain't all bad news south of the border is 

what we're saying. 

 

STEFANOVIC: Thanks, guys. 

 

MARLES: Absolutely.  

 

LANGDON: Have a nice weekend. 

 

ENDS 
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