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ANNELISE NIELSEN, HOST: Live now is Deputy Labor Leader and Shadow 

Defence Minister, Richard Marles. Richard Marles, thank you for your time.  

  

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR 
PARTY: Good morning.  

  

NIELSEN: We'll start with the big announcement from the government today; 

$2.5 billion for skills training. Surely this is a good thing to help people reskill in 

the wake of a new economy? 

 

MARLES: There's no doubt that reskilling is going to be an important part of 

how we get through this. Skills and training is certainly where this is going to be 

at because our economy is being reshaped by the coronavirus and there will be 

some businesses which come back but there will be some that don’t. But you'd 

forgive us for being a little skeptical about the Government's bona fides here 



when we're talking about a Government which has cut $3 billion out of the 

sector since it's come to office where we have a 140,000 less apprentices and 

trainees. So we'll have a good look at what the details of this package are, but it 

comes from a Government which has a very, very poor record in this respect. 

  

NIELSEN: It is certainly a significant amount of money though. Are your 

concerns about the industries it might be targeting? 

 

MARLES: Well we need to have a look at what those industries are and it's 

important that there is an appropriate targeting of this kind of funding. Yes, it is 

a significant amount of money. We're in obviously an extraordinary situation. So 

you know, we'll have a look at it because it does go to the kind of area that 

needs to be addressed as we think about how we manage our way through the 

coronavirus crisis. But we are talking about a Government who in exactly this 

space, over the last seven years has brought an enormous amount of damage. 

And we have a 140,000 less apprentices and trainees as a result of their policy. 

So, the kind of skills that we're going to need going forward is going to need a 

very, very different approach to the one that has been demonstrated by this 

Government since they came to office in 2013. 

 

NIELSEN: We are also expecting jobs figures out later this morning. The 

Treasurer has conceded that the effective unemployment rate something 

around 13 per cent because of a lack of people looking for work in what is a 

really hard economy to find a job. But the unemployment figures- it's expected 

to be around 7, 8 per cent which is still a lot less than it could have been. Do 

you think that this has been well handled? 

  

MARLES: Well I am glad that the Treasurer has said that the effective rate is 

actually much higher than what the official figures show. So whatever they show 

today, it's clear that the effective jobless rate is much higher. Look we're going 

through a jobs crisis here. That's completely clear. And what's also clear is that 

the kind of snap back which was predicted by this Government is a total 

fantasy. There is going to be a whole lot of businesses which struggle to re-



establish after we get to the other end of coronavirus and when restrictions are 

eased. And so we absolutely need policies which are going to get us to the 

other side and which are going to enable us to reimagine Australia in the 

aftermath of coronavirus. And it's in that context that Anthony Albanese today, 

has written an opinion piece where he's talking about a much more intelligent 

way of looking at how we've managed Jobkeeper going forward. Where there is 

a different testing of those companies deeply affected by the impacts of 

coronavirus, where there is appropriate targeting of the kind of sectors which 

need to be focused on and where there's a tapering in respect of the removal of 

Jobkeeper over a longer period of time. If what happens is that all of this relief is 

removed on a drop dead date in September which is what the Government has 

been suggesting, then all we will see is a second economic shock and that's 

going to be terrible for our economy. 

 

NIELSEN: The Government hasn't really been suggesting though that all the 

support is going to disappear in September. They've said it will be reframed, 

Jobseeker is not going anywhere because that's just a rebranded Newstart- it 

just could be a lesser amount. As for Jobkeeper, it's more likely to be targeted 

as opposed to just across the board. Surely this is the time when businesses 

are reopening, that you do need to pull back on some of that Government 

support. 

  

MARLES: Well there needs to be an appropriate tapering of the Government's 

support, is the answer to the question. And the Government when they initially 

framed this absolutely did put it forward in terms of there being a drop dead 

date in September. And the truth is that was never going to survive contact with 

reality. You're right, there are certain noises coming out of the Government that 

maybe that will change but it needs to in a much more intelligent way because if 

you withdraw government support at a faster rate than the private sector is able 

to recover then what you end up doing is engendering a further deepening of 

the recession. So you do need to think about this intelligently so that the 

tapering, the removal of the Government's support is done at a slow enough 

pace that enables the private sector to bounce back and that is what we are 



suggesting, Anthony Albanese's been suggesting in his piece this morning but 

there has to be a much cleverer way of going about this than the kind of 

suggestions that have been put forward by the Government since they first 

announced this relief. 

  

NIELSEN: We have in the defence space, news that the Foreign Minister and 

the Defence Minister will both be travelling to Washington for the AUSMIN 

meeting. This will require both of them to then quarantine for two weeks when 

they come back to Australia. And that's likely to overlap with sitting weeks in 

Parliament. Do you think that's a good idea? 

 

MARLES: Well firstly it's really essential they go to the US. I think this is a 

critically important AUSMIN. And I think there was some talk about potentially 

doing it virtually but I think it's much more important that it's done in person 

because, you know, the strategic circumstances that Australia faces are really 

impacted by coronavirus- they’ve become much more complex. And it seems to 

me the alliance with the United States is even more important going forward 

than it has been and it has been the cornerstone of our foreign policy- our 

strategic policy for a long time now. So I think this is a really important one to do 

in person. And I think it's from there that the measures that are taken when 

Marise Payne and Linda Reynolds return to Australia are thought through; I 

mean it’s got to be considered in the context that these are essential services 

and the work being done by these two and those with them represents work 

being done by essential workers. And in that sense, we need to take the best 

medical advice about how to manage their return. But it needs to be done in the 

context regarding what they're doing is completely essential because it is. 

 

NIELSEN: And just finally, talk about footy going to Queensland- they seem to 

be wanting to take it off Victoria. You're from Geelong, I understand a Cats fan. 

Are you in support of this idea? 

 

MARLES: Well let's just make the point that Geelong is not in lockdown. 

There's been a significant injustice over a long period of time about Geelong 



 

being required to play finals when they have been our home games in 

Melbourne when often we are playing those games on the home ground of our 

opponent. It seems to me that that injustice would be remedied by having the 

Grand Final at Kardinia Park in Geelong.  

 

NIELSEN: Do you think you'd have the- I mean Kardinia Park is a pretty nice 

ground but do you think Geelong would be able to cope with the influx? 

  

MARLES: Completely.  

  

NIELSEN: Well there you go, I will let Queensland know you're bidding for it as 

well. Richard Marles, Shadow Defence and Deputy Leader of the Labor Party 

thank you. 

  

MARLES: Thank you. 

 

ENDS 
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