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KARL STEFANOVIC, HOST: For more we're joined by Peter Dutton and Deputy 
Opposition Leader Richard Marles. Good morning, guys. 
 
RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR 
PARTY:Good morning, Karl. 
 
PETER DUTTON, MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Good morning Karl. Good 
morning Richard. 
 
STEFANOVIC: Peter, smackdown! 
 
DUTTON: Karlos, not at all! I think everybody around the country wants the best for 
Victoria. All of us who have got family and friends in Victoria and people are doing 
it tough. People had businesses that have had to reclose. People have loved ones in 
aged care facilities and the numbers speak for themselves. The point I made 
yesterday, it was we just want to provide whatever assistance we can to Victoria and 
I hope that they accept it. 
 
STEFANOVIC: You're insinuating though, aren't you that Victoria isn't accepting 
help? 
 
DUTTON: Well, I think if you have a look at the track record, I mean, the Queensland 
Labor Government here or New South Wales Liberal Government in New South 
Wales, the way that there is a contrast between their handling, say, of hotel security 
compared to that of the Andrews Government. I mean, all of that speaks for itself. 
But the concentration now is on making sure that we can help them fix up 
those problems, and I don't see why Premier Andrews would hesitate to accept that 



assistance. We have got Defence personnel on the ground. That's now been 
accepted. I think that's a good thing because we can help Victoria get through this 
more quickly than otherwise would be the case. 
 
STEFANOVIC: That must've have really cheesed you off yesterday, though, what 
he said? 
 
DUTTON: No, look, he is a guy under pressure. I accept that. I just want to make 
sure that we can help him and help his government and ultimately the people 
of Victoria. I think that's all that's at play here, and I really genuinely want us to do 
whatever we can, and I don't see why Victoria wouldn't accept that offer 
of assistance. 
 
STEFANOVIC: Richard, is Dan Andrews in a position to fire back on anything at the 
moment? 
 
MARLES: I think it is a very difficult moment down here in Victoria. There's no 
doubt about that. But I actually think there has been cooperation between 
the Victorian and Commonwealth Government. I mean, there are ADF personnel as 
Peter just said, who are here doing the work. So, I'm not sure that now is the 
moment for a manufactured political fight. The truth of the matter is, it's pretty 
terrifying. For anyone who's got family in aged care- 
 
STEFANOVIC: Richard, it is not just, with respect, it's not just a political fight. The 
head of the AMA was on our show yesterday, basically he was insinuating Dan 
Andrews isn't taking the help that's so desperately needed. 
 
MARLES: Well, I don't think that's right. I think there is a high degree of 
cooperation between the two tiers of government. Look, it is very scary here 
right now. I mean, for businesses that are unable to operate and people are beside 
themselves about how long that situation is going to continue, if you've got family in 
aged care or if you're in aged care, or if you work in aged care, it is utterly terrifying. 
And really, now, is the moment to try and work together to get through this. And I 
don't think people want to have a manufactured political stoush. I think we just want 
to get through this moment. I mean, we're all holding our breath to see these 
numbers come down, but every day where there is a new figure with ‘4’ in front of it 
is a scary day, and right now we're just trying to get through this. 
 
STEFANOVIC: It was a cheap shot yesterday, wasn't it? 
 
DUTTON: No, Karl, it wasn’t. It was about making sure that we can work together 
and the Health Departments, the Chief Medical Officers, you know, work 
together every day, and it's incredibly important. But where there's an offer of 
assistance, if mistakes have been made, and we can help rectify those and get 
Victoria back on track, that's the only game in town. 
 
STEFANOVIC: The Treasury numbers that were released yesterday are based on 
Victoria coming out of lockdown. It's like backing the Broncos. It should happen 
but probably won't. 
 



DUTTON: That is a low shot! They're coming back, the Broncos are on their way... 
 
STEFANOVIC: No, they're not. 
 
DUTTON: Okay. So, I think, Karl… 
 
MARLES: You've silenced him! 
 
DUTTON: I've lost my train of thought now. 
 
STEFANOVIC: Finally! 
 
DUTTON: You've upset me, Karl. You’ve upset me. 
 
MARLES: It’s great to have you back, Peter! 
 
DUTTON: I'm emotional this morning. 
 
STEFANOVIC: It is difficult, though, to base with any kind of certainty, numbers, on 
something that may or may not happen. 
 
DUTTON: It's just too many unknowns at the moment- 
 
STEFANOVIC: Right.  
 
DUTTON: That's the issue. So we've spent almost $289 billion on saving jobs. There 
would be tens of thousands of businesses now, who are in receivership or 
administration if JobKeeper and JobSeeker hadn't been put in place. And as we 
know, I've just gone through western Queensland and up to northern 
Queensland, people are off the back of drought, some are still in drought, they’ve 
had this as a second blow. There are some tourist operators who have only had a 
season for part of the year to try and make money to get them through the next 
12 months. It's devastating for those families, for those workers. From our 
perspective, the desire to offer whatever we can to help those people through the 
darkest day of their life, the darkest year of their life, is what it's about. 
 
STEFANOVIC: Okay. Richard, one in ten Australians will be unemployed by 
Christmas. We learn this morning that up to 250,000 more might be unemployed by 
Christmas. They are catastrophic numbers. Are you prepared to accept changes 
to industrial relations? Are you prepared to accept tax cuts? Are you going to support 
all those measures? 
 
MARLES: Well, firstly, we have been supportive of a government strategy, really, 
from the beginning of this pandemic, because we understand that to have paralysis, 
to oppose the government in this moment, is the wrong thing to do. So, we've been 
letting the government govern. If there is a concrete proposition in terms of tax cuts, 
we'll have a good look at that. We've actually been calling for tax relief for middle 
Australia for some time. Can I say, in terms of industrial relations, it is not a 
strategy going forward for unemployment to attack job security. We actually need to 
hear from the Government about what their plan is for jobs, beyond the supply of 



relief and there needed to be relief. Remember, this Government wasn’t actually 
going to put in place a wage subsidy. It was us asking for it which saw it happen- 
 
STEFANOVIC: Yeah.  
 
MARLES: It hasn't been a particularly well-targeted wage relief program. But beyond 
that, what is its strategy to actually create and build jobs in this country? Attacking 
job security ain’t a strategy for that. So we have got to hear the Government on that. 
But you’re right; catastrophic numbers in terms of unemployment, catastrophic 
numbers in terms of debt. I mean, this Government- it is not just the biggest debt in 
the post-war period, they have taken debt to a level we haven’t seen since the end of 
the First World War-  
 
STEFANOVIC: Richard, you can't criticise it if you've supported it. 
 
MARLES: Well, to do the opposite would've been paralysis, and we were not going 
to let that happen. So, we were going to let the government govern. But to say that 
we're not going to criticise isn't right. It needs to be properly targeted. So, we 
have people missing out on JobKeeper on the one hand, while they're overpaying 
870,000 people to the tune of $6 billion on the other. Like, that ain’t smart. 
 
STEFANOVIC: Okay, we do have to go. Richard, thank you for your time today. 
Peter, go the Broncos this weekend. 
 
DUTTON: Go the Broncs! 
 
ENDS 
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