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DEBORAH KNIGHT, HOST: I wanted to speak too with Deputy Opposition Leader Richard 

Marles about the situation in Victoria, but I also want to speak to him about this Doha 

incident. He's on the line for us now, Richard, thanks for joining us. 

  

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRLIAN LABOR PARTY: Good 

afternoon, Deb. How are you? 

  

KNIGHT: Yeah, good. It is appalling. 

  

MARLES: It is horrific. Like it is a seriously horrific report. And you can't help but feel for 

the 13 Australian women involved. 

  

KNIGHT: And all women, all women subjected to it who were on that flight. 

  

MARLES: Absolutely and whichever way you look at it, this is a serious violation of these 

women. I mean the government's been right, I think, to come out in the way that they have, 

in terms of their condemnation of this and to be raising it with the Qatari Government. It is 

important that there's an investigation, because the details are obviously going to matter 

here. But if that investigation comes back and confirms these reports, and there's no 



reason to doubt that it won’t, then this really is a matter that needs to be taken up with the 

Qatari Government. 

  

KNIGHT: What can be done though? Because you know, you're on their soil, you’re 

subjected to the laws. And I mean, what are the options for Australia here, apart from well, 

raising our concerns. What more can be done? 

  

MARLES: I mean, there are a range of steps that the government can take, I mean, this 

does go to the relationship really between Australia and Qatar, and at that point, that's why 

there needs to be a conversation with the Qatari government at the highest level. Exactly, 

you know, what plays out here is going to be determined, I think, by the details of what 

comes out in this inquiry or the investigation, so that needs to happen first. But, you know, 

this needs to be dealt with very seriously at the highest level and, you know, I've got no 

doubt that that's what the government will do. 

  

KNIGHT: Right onto Victoria, your home State. Can you believe that the restrictions are still 

in place? 

  

MARLES: Well, I think the first point that we've got to acknowledge is that today, there was 

no cases in Victoria and that's a huge achievement. I mean, back on the 30th of July, there 

were 723 cases on that day, that's only 12 weeks ago. In Britain on that date there was just 

about 840. Now today in Britain, there's more than 15,000. 

  

KNIGHT: But were talking Victoria. The 14-day case average is 3.6. 5 was the benchmark, 

the Premier Daniel Andrews set to look at easing these restrictions. That benchmark has 

been met, Victorians have done their bit, surely the restriction should be eased.  

  

MARLES: They have done their bit and I guess the point I want to make is, it's really easy 

for this thing to get out of control, which is what we’ve seen in other places with the same 

kind of numbers.  

  

KNIGHT:  We’ve got in New South Wales, we've got cases coming, you know, there are 

clusters that occur and in New South Wales, we've got more community transmission than 

Victoria does, and yet we aren't in lockdown. 

  

MARLES: While it's true that what we've seen, there's been a number of days in the last 

fortnight where New South Wales have had more cases, than Victoria. And so, I think, like 



we all want to see things get back to normal, everyone wants to see a situation where the 

restrictions are eased. We also want to see – 

  

KNIGHT: So surely Daniel Andrews should ease the restrictions then? If you want to see 

them, surely, he should do it? 

  

MARLES: Well, the government has been following medical advice to achieve something 

which is quite remarkable and obviously, they need to keep following that advice. The 

achievement I want to say is, is that of the Victorian people. They have been, particularly 

the people of Melbourne, you know, they've been incredible in what they've done. We've 

also got to look at- Victoria is surrounded by other states, I think the point - 

  

KNIGHT:  But so is New South Wales, and we're managing it. 

  

MARLES: Sure but can I just make this point Deb, what we want to see is Victoria 

readmitted back into the country, actually. So you know, there's a real question about when 

New South Wales will open its borders to Victoria. So this is not just a function of the steps 

that Victoria takes, we want to see Victoria get back to normal, that does ultimately mean 

the easing of restrictions. It does mean other states surrounding Victoria opening their 

borders to Victoria and so the question can be asked of the New South Wales government 

about when that's going to happen.  But we've got to get through the end of this and 

ultimately, that's got to be guided by the best medical advice, but you know, I sympathise 

with every business and all you know, obviously my friends, my family who are 

experiencing this as well, like it's been an incredibly difficult few months and the sooner 

that the restrictions are lifted, I think the better but, you know, we've got to be taking the 

medical advice to get to that point. 

  

KNIGHT:  And speaking of hurting, how you feeling after the Cats loss to the Tigers on 

Saturday, your beloved Geelong Cats? 

  

MARLES: Yeah, I'm in Canberra at the moment, Deb and it's been grey and rainy ever 

since Saturday night, so I'm not quite sure when the sun did come up on Sunday morning. 

Um but look, I'm okay. I mean, we were beaten by a better team, which pains me to say 

that but it's the truth. I do actually feel like very proud of the club. I feel really proud of the 

AFL and the NRL actually for pulling off these seasons this year in really difficult 

circumstances and it's just been so important for people, particularly in Melbourne to get 

the joy of footy. There's no guarantee any of that was going to happen earlier in the year 



 

and I think it's a credit to the NRL and the AFL for completing the seasons that they've 

done. 

  

KNIGHT:  Yeah, well, my commiserations there's always next year. Good on you. 

  

MARLES: There’s always next year, I try and look at the glass half full. 

  

KNIGHT:  All right, good on you, Richard. Thanks for joining us. 

  

MARLES: Thanks, see you 

  

KNIGHT:  Richard Marles there, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition. 
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