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JOURNALIST: What do you make about revelations say that think tank chaired by Kevin 

Rudd had links to Jeffrey Epstein? 

  

RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY: Look, 

I've seen that headline in the newspaper but I'm not aware of any of the reports in detail. I'll 

simply say this about Kevin Rudd, Kevin Rudd has been a champion of children's 

protection throughout his life. Kevin Rudd was central to seeing an apology to those who 

grew up in orphanages in this country back in 2009. And Kevin Rudd, as I understand it, 
was appalled by the revelations- 

  

JOURNALIST: Do you think he should have, though? 

  

MARLES: Again, I'm not across the detail of this. But Kevin Rudd, throughout his life has 

been a champion of the protection of children. 

  

JOURNALIST: Mr. Marles, has Labor got a problem with coal and gas, the unions have 

made representations to more than 30 MPs and senators, saying you're losing voters, still. 

Have you got a problem? 

  



MARLES: Look, the AWU and the CFMEU coming and talking to Labor MPs is completely 

business as usual. You know, I've been in this place for 13 years and prior to that I was in 

the ACTU and used to come and do those representations myself- 

  

JOURNALIST: But they're telling you, you’re losing votes. 

  

MARLES: They're talking about the importance of their industries, gas and coal. And that's 

something we completely understand. 

  

JOURNALIST: Do you support them? 

  
MARLES: I completely support those industries. 

  

JOURNALIST: Do you support their stance? 

  

MARLES: I think the message that they gave is a very sensible message and I completely 

support those industries. And let's be clear, what was at the heart of the message they 

were giving was that it is important that the country seeks to get to a point of net zero 

emissions by 2050. I assume that's the Government's policy, cause that is actually the 

consequence of being a party to the Paris Accord, but we never hear the Government talk 

about that. At the same time, the gas and coal industries will continue to play a critical part 

in our economy for years – for decades to come. We support those industries, and we 

support the people who are in them. 

  
JOURNALIST: But you're not getting your messaging right on this issue, as a party. 

  

MARLES: I think our messaging is very much in support of those industries, and the 

people who work in them. And you know, it is important that we are making that clear to 

people who work in gas, and people who work in coal,- 

  

JOURNALIST: It clearly not clear to the people who work in coal and gas. 

  

MARLES: We stand for them, and we will continue to articulate it. 

  

JOURNALIST: Were you at that meeting? 

  

MARLES: I was at the meeting, yeah. 



 

  

JOURNALIST: What did you make of the presentation? 

  

MARLES: I thought it was a good presentation. And I said so in the meeting. I think it was 

a sensible articulation of the way in which we as a country need to be moving forward. I 

mean, there was nothing remarkable about the meeting. There's no secret about it and lots 

of MPs attended and I got a lot out of it. 

  

JOURNALIST: Was Anthony there? 

  

MARLES: He wasn’t but he is the Leader of the party, and he's pretty busy. 
  

Thanks. 

  

ENDS 
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