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ALLISON LANGDON, HOST: Donald Trump and Joe Biden remains too close to 
call this morning, despite the polls closing two days ago. For more, we're joined by 
Home Affairs Minister Peter Dutton and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition Richard 
Marles. Good morning to both of you. 
  
PETER DUTTON, MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS: Morning Ally.  
  
RICHARD MARLES, DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR 
PARTY: Morning Ally.  
  
LANGDON: Peter, you ready for Biden Presidency? 
  
DUTTON: Well, I was ready for discussion until Karl threw us off course there. So 
just we're all trying to recompose at the moment. 
  
LANGDON: You shouldn’t be surprised by it, Peter. 
  
DUTTON: I am not surprised. Look, it's an amazing spectacle. Obviously, some 
matters are headed to the court and votes are shifting around. But I mean, for 
Australia we've got no better friend in the world than the United States. We've 
worked with different Administrations there, they've worked with different parties in 
power here. And whatever the outcome, our friendship will be as strong as ever. So, 



let's hope it's resolved sooner than later. But that's a question for the U.S. 
  
LANGDON: Richard, I mean, I bet you could hardly contain yourself; a Democrat in 
the White House. 
  
MARLES: Look, this is a moment-  and it's not the only moment we've discovered-
  where I'm agreeing with Peter; the alliance with the United States is central to us. 
Whoever wins, Australia is not at issue in this. And actually, you know, elections 
sometimes take time to get the result. This is playing out, as was expected, really in 
the U.S. And our job at the moment is to just give them the space to land this and I'm 
sure they will. 
  
LANGDON: I'll tell you what though, we want it to happen sooner rather than later. I 
think we are sick of talking about it. We do just want a result. Peter, do you think you 
can get Biden to sort out China? Because we obviously can't. 
  
DUTTON: Well, Ally obviously, we're concerned about the trade implications at the 
moment. If you're a seafood, you know, harvester or a fisherman in Tasmania, you 
are very worried. If you've got stock perishing on the tarmac in China. So we need to 
make sure that we can work through issues with China and China said before that 
they’re open and free in terms of their trade. We don't want stock or produce or 
imports being held up for unreasonable purposes. And obviously, the Trade Minister 
Simon Birmingham, is working on this. But it's not an easy issue. 
  
LANGDON: It is tough to fix the relationship, isn't it and to sort through these issues 
when they won't even pick up the phone? 
  
DUTTON: Well, this is not a decision of the Australian Government. Obviously, we 
are a big exporting nation, we're a small population. So we need to export, and 
farmers produce more in our country than what we can consume. So naturally, we 
need to find those markets, and some have been diversifying over recent years 
because they’ve been worried about some of that action by China previously. So, 
let's hope it's resolved. And the imports continue to flow into China. And that's an 
important part of our economy.  
  
LANGDON: I mean, finding new markets, that is not something that is going to 
happen quickly. We've got a lot of Aussie jobs that are at risk here. Would you be 
doing anything differently, Richard? 
  
MARLES: Well, firstly, this has got something to do with the Australian Government. 
I mean, obviously. Early on, in the years of the Abbott-Turnbull-Morrison 
Government, they were talking a lot about how good they were at doing trade. We 
need really to be hearing from them right now about how they're going to fix it. And 
it's no good to just point over at China or indeed any other country and say, well, it's 
not our fault. We're seven years down the path of this government  and there's not a 



single personal relationship with substance that exists between anybody in this 
government and anyone in the Chinese government. I mean, that that is a situation 
which is completely hopeless. And there are obviously difficulties and complexities in 
the relationship with China, which is exactly why you need personal relationships to 
add ballast to the, to the situation. But right now, they can't speak to a single person 
in China. There are hundreds of thousands of jobs at stake. And really, I think people 
in those jobs would be looking to our government today and saying, what are you 
going to do about this? 
  
LANGDON: Peter it does seem like the tough talk has backfired. 
  
DUTTON: Well, that was the cheap talk of opposition- you know, the cheap seats in 
opposition can fire all these shots. But the reality is that China is a sovereign state, it 
makes decisions. We'll work with, with China, and we want to make sure that those 
markets remain open. But in the end, it's not a decision of the Australian 
Government. And, I mean, you can't be any clearer than that- 
  
MARLES: It has nothing to do with the Australian Government? 
  
DUTTON: Well, well, Richard, we haven't taken a decision in relation to holding up, 
you know, livestock or holding up live produce that, that needs to be processed and 
dispatched to markets. That's, that's a decision of for the Chinese government and 
we want to work with them very closely. So as you would say, you know, shouting 
out across a television screen at China's not going to work. We will work with them 
behind the scenes, and we'll continue to continue that discussion.  
  
LANGDON: Alright, all of this is happening as a former liberal- 
  
MARLES: Yeah, but the Government is in charge of its own diplomacy. 
  
LANGDON: Okay, we will finish on that because I do want to talk about this too; 
we've got a former liberal candidate with alleged links to the Communist Party. He is 
the first person arrested under Australia's new foreign interference law. So Peter, this 
was a guy you wanted in the Victorian branch of your party. 
  
DUTTON: Well Ally, obviously, this investigation’s been going on for 12 months. And 
it's not the first instance where the task force that’s been set up between the 
Australian Federal Police and ASIO has taken action. And obviously, other matters 
are under investigation. So I think this is about us enforcing the rule of law. It applies 
equally to everybody in Australia. And if people have done the wrong thing, then, you 
know, there is a consequence to pay. But this matter’s before the court now, so, and 
the investigation is still ongoing. So it's not something I'd comment on beyond that. 
  
LANGDON: New South Wales preparing to open its borders to Victoria in just over 
two weeks’ time. You'd be happy about that, Richard. While, Queensland and 



Western Australia are keeping their border restrictions in place. Richard, zero cases 
nationally yesterday, is there any reason for borders to stay closed in your mind? 
  
MARLES: Well, firstly, it's a great achievement that there was zero cases nationally, 
and we've had a number of days of zero in Victoria now. That's a real achievement, 
first and foremost of the Victorian people who have endured a lot over the last few 
months. And it is good news to hear that New South Wales is intending to open its 
border to Victoria. That is ultimately what we need to see. And obviously, we need to 
get to a point where there are no internal borders in the country. I've been saying on 
this program for quite a long time now; I don't get how the Commonwealth 
Government looks at this and sees that internal borders are not an issue which is 
relevant to them- 
  
LANGDON: Well Peter- 
  
MARLES: I mean, John Howard would have made himself right at the centre of this. 
Scott Morrison has relegated himself to the sidelines and all he does is heckle. 
  
LANGDON: Well, I'm not sure how he can make a decision on the state’s borders. 
But anyway, just very quickly, Peter, you've also said that- made some big claims 
that crimes have been committed in Queensland because police are too busy 
guarding the border. Do you have any evidence? 
  
DUTTON: Well, only the words from the Police Union President who knows his 
membership very well. And if you've got homicide detectives and child protection 
officers manning the border between New South Wales and Queensland, they're not 
doing their day job. That's the reality. So let's, let's be realistic about this. There is no 
medical advice to the Queensland Government to keep the border closed with New 
South Wales. It's a complete absurdity. The fact is that we close the border with 
China and then internationally at the beginning of this year, and that's what saved 
Australia from what's ravaging in Europe and in the United States at the moment. We 
have made the right decisions and there is no medical reason as to why the border 
between Queensland and New South Wales should remain closed. It should remain- 
it should be opened and the police should be allowed to get back to their day job. 
  
LANGDON: Alright. Well, hopefully we can all see our families by Christmas. 
Gentlemen, thanks for joining us this morning. Appreciate it. 
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