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DEPUTY LEADER OF THE AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY, RICHARD MARLES: Well 

the reports of the weather over the next few days are favourable in terms of the impact on 

the fire grounds on the east coast of Australia. That's going to be welcome news to those 

tireless firefighters who have been working day and night to try and contain these fires. But 

here in Melbourne, we've got smoke haze and some of the legacy of those fires and we’re 

experiencing today what Sydney and Canberra have been experiencing for the last few 

months. The fact that you can't see down the end of your road, the fact that kids events are 

being cancelled, that the EPA has been describing our air quality as between poor and 

hazardous. Indeed there've been reports today that overnight Melbourne's air quality last 

night was the worst in the world. All of this says that this is not business as usual and we 

need to see the Government take action in respect of this smoke haze. It's critically 

important that they invest money in research around the long-term health impacts 

associated with this smoke haze. That they engage in public information campaigns, 

particularly to those who are most vulnerable; the elderly and asthmatic. And that the 

Government works with its State counterparts to make sure that people have access to the 

respiratory specialists that they need at this moment, because there is certainly a huge call 



on that expertise. 

 

We've also seen floated in the media today this Government's attempt to talk up its 

credentials in relation to climate change. If it weren't so serious it would be laughable. This 

is a Government that is not on track to meet its Kyoto targets. And when you hear the 

Prime Minister say that he is, this is a Prime Minister who is loose with the truth, this is a 

lie. His Government is not on track to meet its Paris commitments. And again when you 

hear the Government and Scott Morrison say that the Government is on track, he is loose 

with the truth, this is also a lie. We've got an Energy Minister out there who's already saying 

that there is too much renewable energy in the electricity grid, indeed he is actively trying to 

stop private investment in renewable energy, and it's working. Last year alone we saw a 60 

per cent reduction in private investment in renewable energy. This is a Government which 

over the last seven years has completely failed to put in place any credible policy in relation 

to climate change and it can't because it has a party room which is full of denials. When I 

look at the sorts of proposals which are floated in the media today, it is like reading the 

newspapers from ten years ago. These are proposals that were talked about back then. 

And I think when the world and history looks back at the Abbott-Turnbull-Morrison 

Government, what they will see is a lost decade of climate change action on the part of the 

Australian Government, and that comes at a very critical moment in time. This is a 

Government whose party room is full of climate change deniers. And the signature 

achievement in the midst of this national crisis, of this Government in respect of climate 

change, is to put one of its own members on a BBC panel and go out there on behalf of 

Australia and deny the existence of climate change. 

  

We need national action in respect of this smoke haze. We need national action in terms of 

coordination around these bushfires. We need national leadership in the face of this 

national crisis. And what we've got is a Prime Minister- Scott Morrison who has been 

missing in action. And when he's been around, we've got a Prime Minister who panics and 

who is loose with the truth and that is the last thing that as a nation we need at this 

moment. 

  

Happy to take questions. 

  

JOURNALIST: With regards to the smoke haze; would you support federal subsidies for 

face masks so people aren’t breathing in this toxic smoke? 

  

MARLES: Well I think what we need to have in place right now is every measure possible 



and I think it's important that we're looking at what can be done in relation to face masks. 

But it's very important that there is research around the long term health impacts of this that 

there is public information campaigns about what people can do in respect of the smoke 

haze and particularly focused on the most vulnerable but also that there is work done with 

our State authorities to make sure that people have access to respiratory specialists at this 

moment in time. 

 

JOURNALIST: Does Australia need a federal Royal Commission into the current bushfire 

season? 

  

MARLES: Look, we're open to a Royal Commission. Certainly we need to learn every 

lesson that we possibly can from this unprecedented event. But it's also really important 

that a call for a Royal Commission on the part of this Government is not an excuse on its 

part to act right now. Royal Commissions take a lot of time and we need action right now 

from this Government. We need leadership from this Government at a time of national 

crisis and a Royal Commission cannot be an excuse for inaction on the part of the 

Government right now 

  

JOURNALIST: The Victorian Government announced today an inquiry into the bushfire 

season, done by an officer whose already in office at the moment. Would something like 

that be more favourable on a federal level than a Royal Commission which might take 

years? 

 

MARLES: Well we are open to the process that is taken by the Federal Government, 

including potentially a Royal Commission around coming to understand what this event 

was and learn the lessons from it. But right now, this crisis is still happening and we need 

action from the Government right now around coordination of effort to try and do everything 

possible in respect of this crisis now and that's where the focus of this Federal Government 

should be at this moment. 

  

JOURNALIST: Should no interest loans be offered to help small businesses recover from 

the fires? 

 

MARLES: Yeah look, I think it's really important that there is a focus on small business and 

we note the roundtable that the Government is holding today and we welcome that. It's 

very important that we are listening to small businesses on the ground. And whether it's low 

interest loans, whether it's grants, whether it's dealing with insurance claims, it's really 



 

important that we are listening to the experiences and the concerns of small business so 

that government can do everything within its power to remove red tape to allow small 

businesses to be able to get through this crisis right now. In the aftermath of the Brisbane 

floods back in 2011 the then Gillard Government put in place a business taskforce, I think 

we need to see something of that kind now, to make sure that all the action is there on 

behalf of business, so that we're listening to them but we're able to do everything we can in 

relation to that red tape. 

  

JOURNALIST: Do you to give Scott Morrison credit for pushing the US to downgrade 

Australia's travel warnings? 

 

MARLES: The travel warning from the US was regrettable. It is good news that that 

warning has been downgraded because the truth of the matter is that warning as it stood 

before was not accurate. Tourism is a very significant part of the Australian economy and 

it's really important that that continues to go forward and Australia is a great place to visit. I 

know that there are many parts of Australia which are very welcoming of international 

tourists at this moment in time and Australia is a very safe place to visit as well. 

 

ENDS 
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